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CSM Kristie L. Brady, senior enlisted advisor for the Communications-Electronics
Command (CECOM) and the senior Aberdeen Proving Ground CSM

MSG Half-Mast dropped by Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG), the first home of
PS Magazine, to interview Command Sergeant Major (CSM) Kristie L. Brady, the
senior enlisted advisor for the Communications-Electronics Command
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(CECOM) and the senior APG CSM. CSM Brady assumed her current duties on
June 25, 2020.
Raised in Ethan, South Dakota, CSM Brady entered active duty in 1992 as an
Information Systems Operator-Analyst (25B). During her 30 years of service,
CSM Brady has served in a variety of command and staff positions to include
G6 Sergeant Major and Organizational Development Sergeant Major,
Washington, D.C.; 3rd Joint Communications Squadron Sergeant Major and J3
Operations Sergeant Major, Joint Communications Support Element. Her most
recent assignment was as the brigade CSM for the Joint Communications
Support Element (Airborne), Joint Enabling Capabilities Command (MacDill
AFB, FL). She has a B.S. from Strayer University and an M.S. from the
University of Charleston, West Virginia.
MSG Half-Mast: CSM Brady, I appreciate your time. My roots are here at APG, so it’s
a pleasure to visit again. Please describe the role that CECOM plays in supporting
the warfighter.
CSM Brady: A great introduction to CECOM can be seen right here by watching
this excellent video:

View on dvidshub.net

I will try to give you a quick snapshot, but I assure you—with the diverse mission
that CECOM has—it could take days to share all that we do and offer! What a
great opportunity for me to share with your readers some understanding of how
our efforts are directly impacting the Warfighter and unit readiness.
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CECOM’s scope of the Army’s fleet includes all things electronics; command,
control, communications, computers, cyber, intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance (C5ISR) systems; and medical readiness and it generates effects
across supply, training, and readiness within the unit status report (USR)
components in the Army. As most probably know, the USR is a monthly reporting
tool used by leaders to determine readiness. Here are the functions within
CECOM that help to achieve the highest ratings in readiness….
Our Integrated Logistics Readiness Center (ILSC) provides and supplies global
logistics solutions to enable Army units with the parts they require to keep
equipment operating; they also train Soldiers and provide Technical Manuals
(TMs) on how best to operate that equipment, as well as assist Soldiers with fixing
the equipment if needed.
Our Software Engineering Center or SEC, fields software by developing, providing,
integrating, and maintaining Army command, cyber, medical, logistics and
business software. Soldiers should definitely check out the repository at:
https://cecom.sw.csd.disa.mil/Login/Login.aspx, where they can download system
patches for the systems they maintain; it’s a great tool to keep systems up-to-date,
cyber-compliant and operational.
Our Central Technical Support Facility or CTSF, located at Fort Hood, Texas,
ensures that new equipment and software fielded in the Army is interoperable
when integrating with current or older systems. Once the testing is complete, the
CTSF will report test results to the DA G6 on whether or not the systems are
interoperable with the rest of the Army’s fleet and ready for use.
The US Army Information Systems Engineering Command or ISEC, located at Fort
Huachuca, Arizona, provides engineering support not only to Soldiers, Army posts
and units, but across the DOD. Think about how Verizon or AT&T works for you at
home; this is what ISEC does for the Army. That’s an understatement, because
they do so much more!
Likewise, CECOM’s Tobyhanna Army Depot or TYAD, located in the Poconos of
Pennsylvania, is the go-to source for C5ISR depot repair not only for Army
systems, but for systems and equipment from across the joint force.
Last, and certainly not least, our newest subordinate command, Army Medical
Logistics Command (AMLC), located at Fort Detrick, Maryland, manages the
global medical supply chain and medical materiel readiness across the total force.
All Class VIII supplies, medical equipment support and vaccines such as flu shots,

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2828143

3/7

COVID vaccinations and testing are delivered from this very robust command!
Of course, that is just the tip of the iceberg of the incredible support CECOM’s
global force of Soldiers, civilians and contractors provide to our Soldiers and to
Joint Warfighters whenever, wherever they need it.
MSG Half-Mast: As CECOM’s senior enlisted adviser, what are your priorities and
what do you find yourself speaking to the CG about most?
CSM Brady: Our People – Army Readiness – Soldier Training – and Transition to
Sustainment – in that order. All of these together are about how we, CECOM, can
assist with bridging the gap in modernization to sustainment.
But that first priority – People – is what I think about every day; how I can help
contribute to the well-being of the wonderful Soldiers and civilians of the CECOM
family. I have a program here that helps focus on just that well-being. It’s called the
SOUL of CECOM: Selflessness, Ownership, Unity and Larger purpose.
Selflessness is putting individual needs aside for the greater good of the team.
Ownership is fulfilling your role by knowing your job well and performing it
consistently, so that others do not have to do it, and giving 100% all the time. Unity
is having a common understanding and rallying around your mission and vision
through open communication and positive conflict resolution. Larger purpose is
contributing to the wider community in a lasting and significant way that ultimately
impacts our warfighters.
Focusing on Selflessness, Ownership and Unity as “what” we do, and Larger
Purpose as “why” we do it, is how we will achieve the larger purpose as a team.
To assist with this program, I added a component called VOTE, to assist with
timely feedback, development, sharing and communicating with all employees.
VOTE stands for Voice of the Employee and can be captured in multiple ways,
such as: venues or forums such as our established command-wide councils;
diversity, equity and inclusion (DE&I); junior advisory council; human capital; peerto-peer program; and many more! The ways in which we encourage employees to
VOTE are through DOD- and Army-directed surveys, ‘Ask the Commander,' CSM
Corner, email and open door policy, to name just a few.
MSG Half-Mast: Are there any readiness trends that CECOM is tracking that
suggests Soldiers are doing things especially well or, conversely, that there’s room for
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improvement in the way they care for their C5ISR equipment?
CSM Brady: I would like to share some observations. Over the last 20 years, we
took the time away from our maintainers through frequent deployments and resets.
Units had to shift priorities from maintenance to quick-cycle resets and as a result
lost the skills to do the maintenance required. The turnover was so rapid that many
systems did not get to the depot for overhauls, parts replaced and/or fully
transition new equipment to sustainment. Army Materiel Command (AMC) C5ISR
logistics assistance representatives (LARs) supporting CECOM systems and
equipment did much of the work maintainers really had no time for.
As the Army transitions to the regionally-aligned readiness and modernization
model, or REARMM, proficiency in Soldier dash-10-, dash-20-level skills must be
put back to use. The modernization arm of that model means that there will be
many new systems for Soldiers to learn. The challenge will be MOS convergence
at scale as we move into a more agile Army.
I like to use the analogy of buying a car when I explain sustainment. Over its
lifetime, or lifecycle, you will spend most of your money on upkeep and
maintenance. Well that’s what lifecycle support or sustainment is...taking care of
all that equipment after it's been fielded to the units.
Finally, let me close by saying we provide C5ISR support to the Army’s 31+4
signature modernization efforts, and it's critical that we engage with Army Futures
Command (AFC) and the Cross-Functional Teams (CFTs) to bridge the gap
between modernization and sustainment in all compos.
MSG Half-Mast: What advice would you give junior Soldiers regarding their role in
sustaining personal and unit readiness?
CSM Brady: Soldiers must use -10 and -20 series TMs. We must provide heavy
command emphasis and priority for Soldiers to PMCS IAW the appropriate TM (as
supplemented by PS Magazine, of course!). The end result will be fewer trouble
tickets, higher readiness rates and greater Soldier training and proficiency on
equipment. The Army maintenance standards are defined in AR 750-1 para 3-2.
Place emphasis on standards-based training in all that you do, and hold your
teams accountable to do what it is required – inspect what you expect - all the
time!
Ensure you are keeping all software on these systems up to date. Software, like
hardware maintenance, requires periodic updates (quarterly for example). This ties
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to the SEC’s software repository and the Cyber Readiness Framework (CRF)
objectives. Software is everywhere, on ALL hardware, which is why HQDA is tying
it to the USR for total equipment readiness.
Finally, and frankly the most important advice is to take care of yourself, first and
foremost. Holistic health and fitness (H2F) encompasses all aspects of human
performance and health—physical, sleep, nutrition, and spiritual and mental
resilience. Practice this every day and, if you’re a leader, place an emphasis on
your Soldiers doing the same; in short, take care of each other. This can be
accomplished by making it your priority, leading by example and supporting your
Soldiers to do the same. It’s just like the airline safety announcement when they
say, “put your mask on first before assisting other passengers.” Take care of
yourself and take care of each other—this is OUR Squad.
MSG Half-Mast: In your Army.mil feature, you mentioned Master Sgt. Brenda Kadet
as a mentor of yours. You were also quoted as saying, "Every Soldier should have at
least one mentor to help them grow as a Soldier and leader." What would you say
are the most important qualities in a mentor?
CSM Brady: Great question, and something I am very passionate about. I would
not be where I am today without the many mentors, from all backgrounds,
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, civilians, contractors and family that have
supported me. The best way to explain this to my younger Soldiers is to think
about it as an audience of supporters as you stand on stage throughout your
career. In that audience, you have leaders, peers, subordinates and trusted
colleagues that you have come across throughout your career—all with varying
degrees of experiences and backgrounds. These folks that make up your
audience are the ones you can call on at any moment of need, depending on the
situation in which you find yourself.
The most impactful mentors are those who exhibit these qualities: they’re available
no matter the time of day; they listen more and talk less; they push you to be your
best and challenge you just a little more than you might be comfortable with; they
provide the right feedback and perspective—at the right time; and they tell you
things you don’t want to hear. I wouldn’t be where I am today without the many
mentors that I have had over the course of my career!
“Greatness isn’t born, it’s grown” – Daniel Coyle said in The Talent Code. Mentors
are an absolute necessity in the development of our Soldiers. Our future leaders
and their leadership depend on them.
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CSM Brady (right) coaches SSG Darcus on her briefing in preparation for a jump
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Cold Weather: Some Must-Read PS
Articles to Prepare, Plan & Train
/ Published Nov. 1, 2021

Photo by Sgt. Brian Ragin

Warfighters, here's the cold truth: it’s time to gear up and prepare for the many
challenges of cold weather, not to mention the hazards of winter driving.
Prepare yourself and your equipment for cold weather. Start looking at your TMs now
to ensure you know how to winterize your equipment.
Plan on maintenance taking longer when you’re in a field environment because
you’re wearing extra clothing like gloves and parkas. Plan on it taking longer to travel
due to ice and snow, too.
Train your Soldiers because once you're on a mission and have to stop to put on tire
chains and they don't know how, or even worse, failed to pack them, it's too late.
Survive winter by preparing, planning and training. We’ve collected some PS
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Magazine articles to help you do just that. Check in again later because we’ll add
more topics as they become available:
GENERAL
Cold Weather Causes Problems, Too
https://www.logsa.army.mil/web2/archive/PS2019/795/795-59-60.pdf

Got Any Good Cold Weather Advice?
https://www.logsa.army.mil/web2/archive/PS2019/804/804-58-59.pdf

AVIATION
All Aircraft: Be Prepared for Cold Weather
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2820472/all-aircraft-be-prepared-for-cold-weather/

Aircraft Cold Weather Care
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2522704/aircraft-cold-weather-care/

UAS: Cold Weather Tips
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2462513/uas-cold-weather-tips/

UAS: Protect Gray Eagle Aircraft from Cold
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2027310/uas-protect-gray-eagle-aircraft-from-cold/

Black Hawk: Arctic Maintenance Care in Alaska
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2177244/black-hawk-arctic-maintenance-care-in-alaska/

Fly High with Cold Weather PM
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2000/576/576-38-42.pdf

Winning the Cold War
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2000/577/577-36-37.pdf

The Cold Hard Facts
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2010/697/697-38-40.pdf

Cold Weather Fuel Sampling
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2007/660/660-36.pdf

COMBAT VEHICLES
M2/M3 Series Bradleys: Don't Wait for Cold to Check Heater
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2011/708/708-06-07.pdf

Cleats Keep You Moving
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2012/711/711-04-05.pdf

M1096A1 Paladin: A Hot Start on a Cold Day
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2008/672/672-04-05.pdf
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M109A6: Clearing the Air
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2011/708/708-09.pdf

M119A2 Towed Howitzer: Keep Firing in the Cold
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2010/696/696-08-09.pdf

M777A2 Towed Howitzer: Cold Weather Can Cause Leaks
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2010/686/686-08.pdf

M1 Series Tanks: Setting the Cam for Cold
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2011/708/708-08.pdf

Stryker: Stop Heater Meltdowns Cold
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2013/733/733-07.pdf

Personnel Heaters: All Heaters Aren't Alike
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2008/672/672-08.pdf

A20 Personnel Heater: Hot Tips to Keep Out the Cold
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2014/737/737-05.pdf

Freeze Out Air Filter Damage
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2014/743/743-04.pdf

CONSTRUCTION
M400W Compact Skid Loader: Ensure Door is Shut or Risk Battery Drain
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/1922840/m400w-compact-skid-loader-ensure-door-is-shutor-risk-battery-drain/

MK III VMMD HUSKY: Battery Drain a Real Pain
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2397036/mk-iii-vmmd-husky-battery-drain-a-real-pain/

SMALL ARMS
Ammunition: Cold Weather Affects Performance
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2803731/ammunition-cold-weather-affects-performance/

SOLDIER SUPPORT
Safety: Consider the Cold
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2015/755/755-36-38.pdf

Laundry Advanced System: Drain or Freeze? It's Your Choice!
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2014/744/744-48-49.pdf

FOSH: Taking Ownership of Fuel-burning Heaters
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/1974480/fosh-taking-ownership-of-fuel-burning-heaters/

TACTICAL VEHICLES
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Winter Storms: Are You Ready Or Not?
https://www.logsa.army.mil/web2/archive/PS2018/792/792-12.pdf

M149A2, M1112: Water Trailer Tank Heater
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2381536/m149a2-m1112-water-trailer-tank-heater/

M1142 TFFT: Don’t Get Left in the Cold
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2417823/m1142-tfft-dont-get-left-in-the-cold/

M1117 ASV: Cold Weather Preventive Maintenance
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2475862/m1117-asv-cold-weather-preventive-maintenance/

Tactical Wheeled-Vehicles: Safe Slave Starting
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2538829/tactical-wheeled-vehicles-safe-slave-starting/

M149-Series, M1112 Water Trailers: Prevent Frozen Tanks
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2500238/m149-series-m1112-water-trailers-prevent-frozentanks/

HMMWV: Preparing for Winter Driving
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2438759/hmmwv-preparing-for-winter-driving/

For more cold weather tips, winter driving safety info, cold weather training, and
drivers training videos visit the US Army Combat Readiness Center (USACRC) at:
https://safety.army.mil/
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I Own This: October 2021 Nominees
/ Published Nov. 1, 2021
PS Magazine’s I Own This campaign is designed to recognize Warfighters of all
services who exemplify the highest standards of care for their assigned vehicles and
equipment and contribute in meaningful ways to their unit's overall maintenance and
supply posture. In short, they live and breathe readiness.
This month, we had one (1) Warfighter nominated for this program: SPC Jose ColonFlores, US Army.
SPOTLIGHT PROFILE
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SPC (P) Jose Colon-Flores
Army / Active
E FSC, 6th BEB (ABN), 4-25 IBCT (ABN), JBER, Alaska
Nominated by: CPT Dakota Relford
How did you come to know/observe the nominee's actions? He's one of my unit's
great Paratroopers.
Why does this individual deserve recognition? SPC (P) Colon-Flores is one of the
best Paratroopers in Easy Company. He was tasked with upholding the standard for
the battalion’s daily fuel support operations while simultaneously preparing a layout
and PMCS for Distro platoon’s only small unit support vehicle (SUSV). SPC ColonFlores singlehandedly prepared all BII and coordinated with maintenance to ensure
timely repairs on the vehicle. All parts were serviced and the vehicle was brought to
100% capability ahead of time for the 1-40 CAV to inspect in perpetration for a bilateral exercise with the Indian Army.
Additional Comments: As a promotable SPC who recently passed the board
effortlessly, SPC Colon-Flores did not fail to display the aptitudes, roles and
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responsibilities of a NCO who is expected to lead and motivate. SPC Colon-Flores
emulated through his actions the type of Paratrooper we want to keep in our ranks.
To learn more about nominating a Warfighter for this recognition, read the
article HERE.
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Leader Interview: CSM Kea, 916th
Support BDE, NTC
/ Published Nov. 29, 2021

CSM Montrell L. Kea (right) talks about CLIX distribution with an NCO
from a rotational training unit at the National Training Center.
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MSG Half-Mast recently spent some time out at the National Training Center
(NTC), in the “sandbox,” with Command Sergeant Major (CSM) Montrell L. Kea,
the 916th Support Brigade's (BDE's) senior enlisted Soldier. CSM Kea assumed
his current duties in June of 2021.
A native of Currie, North Carolina, CSM Montrell L. Kea joined the Army in 1997.
He’s held a variety of command and staff positions during his career, including
platoon sergeant, battalion (BN) S4 supply NCOIC, first sergeant and
operations sergeant. Just prior to his current duties, he served as the 1st
Armored Division G4 Supply and Services CSM and 123rd Brigade Support BN
CSM, both at Fort Bliss, TX. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Management from University of Phoenix and a Master’s of Science degree in
Human Resources from Excelsior College.
MSG Half-Mast: CSM Kea, Sustainer Seven, Hoo-ah! We appreciate you taking the
time to speak with PS Magazine. I know you’re a graduate of both the Airborne and
Jumpmaster courses, but I’m not getting any younger, so I don’t plan on jumping out
of any airplanes with you today. Could you briefly describe the mission of the 916th
Support BDE?
CSM Kea: The 916th is the only BDE of its type in the Army. Our mission is to
oversee and operate sustainment nodes across the entire operational environment
(OE) to maximize rotational unit readiness within the sandbox.
We employ four (4) locomotives that enable units to get their equipment from
home station to the NTC and back to home station. During rotations, we actually
serve as an echelon above BDE for mission command of sustainment and aviation
assets.
Finally, supporting units post-rotation is very important. We help them regenerate
their equipment with deliberate efforts to increase their overall readiness.
MSG Half-Mast: What makes maintenance and logistics especially challenging for
units rotating through the NTC? Do weather and the environment—e.g. extreme
temperatures, long distances and rough terrain—pose any special readiness
concerns for units and how can they better prepare for them?
CSM Kea: Many factors play a role in challenging rotating units’ maintenance and
sustainment success at the NTC. Among them: competing requirements, stress,
fatigue, weather and being unfamiliar with the operating environment. Also, units
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often try to apply maintenance practices they conduct at home station to the NTC.
The conditions are often radically different. We recommend units modify their
sustainment practices based upon how they intend to sustain their force in the
current fight and OE. This will help them be successful at the NTC, as well as
other training exercises and deployments.
Prior to arrival at the NTC, operators and maintainers should definitely account for
weather. Equipment with A/C should be serviced and inspected in the summer
months. In the winter months, rotational units need to make sure that heaters are
serviced and working properly.
MSG Half-Mast: What are some of the major maintenance and supply lessons—both
positive and negative—that units, including your own, learn when training/operating at
the NTC?
CSM Kea: We’ve noticed that rotational units are often reluctant to place
deadlined equipment on the Equipment Status Report (ESR). We always coach
units that, if it’s broke, put it on the ESR. That means you have Class IX (CLIX)
leveraged against it, the BDE Combat Team (BCT) is tracking it and it provides
leadership an illustrated understanding of their actual combat power. The best
practice for units is checking ZPARK within GCSS-Army frequently for their notmission-capable supply (NMCS) parts that are required for their down equipment.
Also, a major key to success is reaching out early to enabler units and division
sustainment support battalion (DSSB) units on the challenges with getting parts
funded and released during the NTC rotation.
Additionally, successful units begin developing a regeneration plan prior to the
NTC rotation and employ maintenance surge teams to complement the BCT’s
regeneration effort. This is even more effective when a support area command
post (SACP) is working in tandem with the surge teams.
MSG Half-Mast: Please identify three things units preparing for their next rotation
must do to increase the chances they’ll successfully execute the sustainment
warfighting function.
CSM Kea: On the maintenance side, they need to ensure that they have their
Class IIIP ordered at least 60 days out. And units need to bring all of their special
tools, like pack slings and ground hop kits.
We highly recommend that 91Cs get trained up to use gauges for A/C services
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rather than using A/C reclaimers. Having Soldiers that can use gauges and
maintain A/C systems for tactical equipment is vital to success at NTC.
Units need to remember that they’ll be stressed for time because they’ll be moving
locations every 48 to 72 hours. They must be prepared to push CLIX often. The
most successful units establish a battle drill or incorporate methods to conduct
CLIX pushes as often as they physically can.
To be successful at the NTC, prior to deploying, it’s critical that units conduct a
deliberate inventory of all basic issue items (BII) required to operate equipment.
Not bringing everything required to operate equipment is a common mistake that
we see at the NTC. It frustrates units because they find they’re missing some
special tool or adaptor and cannot configure their equipment to operate as
intended.
MSG Half-Mast: Any final thoughts you’d like to send to PS readers?
CSM Kea: The sustainment warfighting function requires critical thinking,
forecasting, understanding and experience to be employed effectively. Through it
all, leadership in the sustainment community must be agile enough to offer up
feasible sustainment plans but also willing to adjust quickly when those plans
prove infeasible. Feasible sustainment plans ensure that conditions are set to
execute the delivery of supplies and equipment.
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Aviation

MEDEVAC: EPA Certification Training
Required
/ Published Nov. 3, 2021

Photo by Spc. Brandon Best

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) certification training is now available at the
MEDEVAC Mission Equipment Training (MEDMET) Center.
EPA certification is required based on Para 4-10 on page 44 of AR 750-1, Army
Materiel Maintenance Policy, which reads, “Only technicians who are properly trained
and/or certified can service pressurized fire suppression and environmental control
systems [ECS]. This applies to all technicians (uniform, civil service or contractor) and
all weapon systems. Training and certification must be in accordance with the
environmental protection agency standards. Air condition technicians must be trained
and certified. Fire Suppression System technicians need only be trained.”
To ensure MEDEVAC units meet this requirement, PD MEDEVAC is authorized to
monitor the EPA examination at the MEDMET Center at Fort Hood, TX. All MEDEVAC
units can register to attend a two-day EPA certification review and examination at the
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MEDMET Center for the following dates:

ECS-EPA Class 02: 11-12 Jan 2022 (10 seats)
ECS-EPA Class 03: 11-12 Apr 2022 (10 seats)
ECS-EPA Class 04: 12-13 Jul 2022 (10 seats)
To register or to get more information on the ECS-EPA training, contact the PD
MEDEVAC training lead, Rom Ordonez, by email:
romulo.i.ordonez.civ@army.mil
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T700 Engines: Field Repair of B Nut
Authorized
/ Published Nov. 5, 2021

Photo by Senior Master Sgt. Sarah Mattison

Mechanics, the T700 Office has determined that field repair of the B nut on the cold
section module (CSM) is a cost savings over procuring a new cold section module.
Two maintenance engineering orders (MEOs) detail this field repair:
P7394 - WP "DIFFUSER AND MIDFRAME CASING ASSEMBLY" (file
m00066) Midframe Oil Drain Tube Coupling Nut Replacement, PN:

R197P04
P7395 - RPTSL, DIFFUSER AND MIDFRAME CASING ASSEMBLY" (file
r00010) PNs: R197P04 and R261P04, SMR Code Update
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You can request the MEOs from your logistics assistance representative (LAR) or
contact the T700 engine office representative, Michael Weist, by email:
michael.e.weist2.ctr@army.mil
Over time, these MEOs will be incorporated into a work package, along with
associated changes to TM 1-2840-248-23&P (Oct 19).
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UH-60/AH-64: The Nuts and Bolts of
Quick Disconnect Pins
/ Published Nov. 5, 2021

Courtesy Photo

Aviation maintenance action messages (AMAMs) H-60-20-AMAM-03 and H-64-20AMAM-04 require that all Apache and Black Hawk engines have remaining quick
disconnect pins (QDPs) on the anti-ice valve and the T700 hydro-mechanical unit
(HMU) removed by the start of calendar year 2022.
In their place, units will install and properly orient the nuts and bolts shown in the
tables below:
HMU
Item

NSN
PN
5306-01-100Shear bolt
4048T91P01
7832
Self-locking nut, extended 5310-01-0914046T32P01
washer
9156
Anti-ice Valve
Item

NSN

PN

QTY
2
2

QTY
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Close tolerance bolt

5306-01-652- J712P030A
0227
Self-locking nut, extended 5310-00-164R1181P002
washer
6409

2
2

To reiterate, make sure you complete this task on your aircraft by the AMAM
suspense date of 3 Jan 2022. This also applies to engines and cold section modules
in storage and any anti-ice valves and HMUs in the supply area that have quick
disconnect pins.
Make this effort a priority and don’t wait to order the hardware. The hardware is
managed by DLA.
Got questions? Contact Michael Weist by email:
michael.e.weist2.ctr@army.mil
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All Aircraft: Human Errors Are Common
but Avoidable
/ Published Nov. 5, 2021

Photo by Spc. Adam Parent

Let’s face it, we’re human and humans are prone to mistakes and errors. Human
failings are the number one contributor to aviation mishaps; they have been for more
than 50 years. But there are remedies, such as following the TMs to the letter,
learning ways to recover more effectively, using reminders and being hyper-vigilant.
The saying goes, “We can be our own worst enemy.” As an aviator, you’re the first
line of defense against yourself.
To learn more about the various types of failings we humans are prone to and ways to
avoid or offset them, take a look at the attached article from the Sep 2021 issue of
Flight Fax.
Flight Fax Sep 2021, pp. 2-4

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2835763

1/1

RQ-7B Shadow: Check for Oil
Contamination
/ Published Nov. 8, 2021

Photo by Gertrud Zach

Operators, if you maintain the Shadow UAV, make a note that there may be
contaminated synthetic oil (PN 60578-2) within the Shadow fleet.
Before using oil in your Shadow, make sure there’s no visible contamination. Users
are reporting cloudy, sticky and milky oil, full of contaminants. The affected lot
numbers are 52138 and 52734. These lots have been recalled and removed from log
point inventories.
Locally, check your POL inventories for lots 52138 and 52734 and turn in affected oil
in its original container to your supporting field service representative (FSR). Also, if
you feel you have used affected oil in your aerial vehicle (AV), drain and flush the AV
oil bladders and contact your supporting FSR for assistance.
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H-60: ECS Maintenance Easier With
Quick Disconnects
/ Published Nov. 8, 2021

Photo by Master Sgt. Matt Hecht

The Utility Helicopter Project Office has put out information that helps MEDEVAC
units perform environmental control system (ECS) maintenance more efficiently using
quick disconnects (QDs).
The attached PDF has the procedures, steps and notes on the QDs that allow
removal of the ECS pallets without evacuating the refrigerant. Click on the image
below to view:
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Click on image above to open and view PDF

The attached PDF answers the following questions that’ll help you perform
maintenance on the ECS system.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What’s a quick disconnect?
Does the use of QDs help reduce maintenance tasks?
Where are the QDs in HH-60M ECS?
Is the use of QDs an authorized procedure in the TM?
How do QDs prevent damage to the ECS system?
How can you fix the improperly disconnected refrigerant lines?

Make a note that the QD procedures are not yet in the ECS work package procedures
of TM 1-1520-280-23&P (Mar 20). They’re considered interim guidance and require
prior engineering approval before performing. The PDF attached above discusses this
prior clearance in detail.
Got questions about the procedures, contact PD MEDEVAC’s Rom Ordonez by email:
romulo.i.ordonez.civ@army.mil
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RQ-7B Shadow: Heed These ColdWeather Precautions
/ Published Nov. 12, 2021

Photo by Jamal Wilson

Operators, taking steps or precautions to protect your Shadow unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) in cold weather is a must.
First precaution: Don’t operate the UAV in an environment below 0 °C (32 °F) if the
battery heater test fails. This failure can result in low voltages and the loss of avionics
when voltage levels fall below operating limits of the electronics.
Second precaution: When the temperature is at or below -5 °C (23 °F)), the fuel
begins to freeze. Follow the Shadow IETM, TM 1-1550-1689-23&P (EM 0370, Aug
21) to mix oil into the fuel. These sections (listed by work package title), in particular,
will be helpful:
55-gallon drum fuel conditioning – cold weather operations.
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55-gallon drum fuel conditioning with valved electrical fuel transfer pump
(VEFTP) - cold weather operations.
Fuel reservoir fueling for air vehicle transport (AVT) – cold weather
operations.
Just be mindful that running the engine with a fuel oil mix changes how frequently the
spark plugs needs to be replaced.
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CH-47: Step Up with Aft Pylon Step
/ Published Nov. 23, 2021

Photo by Charles Rosemond

Mechanics, working on the Chinook aft rotor head and straining to reach the top while
standing on the aft support platform can be a stretch.
A tool that can help you with aft rotor head maintenance is the aft rotor pylon step
(ARPS), which can be made in your welding shop.
PM Chinook continues to endorse the fabrication of the ARPS using the specifications
found below and on Pages 22-25 of PS 738 (May 14).
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PDF Here
To read the complete article about the benefits of fabricating an ARPS, click on the
image below.
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Click on image above to open PDF of article from PS 738, May 14.

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2852179

4/4

H-60 Series: Protect Tail Rotor Inboard
Retention Plate
/ Published Nov. 23, 2021

Photo courtesy of 401st AFSB

Dear Editor,
As LARs, we’re often called subject-matter experts (SMEs). However, as trainers, we
sometimes come across a really good maintenance technique in which the trainer
gets trained by the maintainer.
While in the field assisting Soldiers with the 9- to 11-hour re-torque inspection on the
Black Hawk helicopter tail rotor, I watched as the mechanics replaced the lock wire
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around the inboard retention plate of the tail rotor assembly.
Those who’ve performed this task know how easy it is for lock wire to scratch the
surface of the inboard retention plate. To protect the surface of the inboard retention
plate from scratches, maintainers took the time to cover the inside of the retention
plate area with tape.
The pictures below show the tape on the inboard retention plate of the tail rotor
assembly prior to lock wiring.

Protect inboard retention plate with tape
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Tape protects inboard retention plate from lock wire scratches
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Use tape before lock wiring around retention plate

Would you please share this maintenance tip with your readers?
Charles “Chazz” Pope
AMC-LAR, Rotary-Wing Multi Airframes
Editor’s note: We absolutely will, Chazz. Thanks for passing along this procedure.
PS Magazine is always happy to share ideas that help prevent accidental damage
while conducting maintenance. Kudos, too, to the maintainers of TF Wolfpack.
Maintainers, you can find the related procedures in TM 1-1520-237-23&P (Jan 21)
Revision 1, WP 0296; TM 1-1520-246-23 &P (Jun 21) Revision 1, WP 1877; and TM
1-1520-280-23&P (Mar 21) Revision 3, WP 0309.
Also, make a note to record an entry on DA Form 2408-13-2, Related Maintenance
Actions Record, that protective tape has been applied to the inside area of the inner
retention plate so that Quality Control (QC) can verify the protective tape is removed
prior to installing the outer retention plate.
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UH-60: Don’t Stockpile Parts; Turn ‘Em
In
/ Published Nov. 24, 2021
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crew members from the 10th
Mountain Division's 10th Combat Aviation Brigade from Fort
Drum New York conducts maintenance on April 18, 2017, at
Katterbach Army Airfield in Ansbach, Bavaria, Germany.

Photo by Charles Rosemond

Article updated 24 Nov 2021 (see Notes below)
Mechanics,
Unserviceable aircraft parts have repair programs. So when they’re no longer
serviceable, turn these parts in for repair. Don’t hold or stockpile them.
Here are the parts to turn in if unserviceable (condition code F):
Component
Heat interchanger
Air cooler unit

NSN 413001-597-1300
01-597-1317

PN
70A145-3
70A145-2
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Send the parts to:
Red River Army Depot
DLA Distribution
Plant 7001/RIC BR4/DODAAC W562RM
Texarkana, TX 75507-5000
Got questions? Email Ondrea Lee at:
ondrea.k.lee.civ@mail.mil
The following unserviceable assets should also be turned in for repair:
Component
Gearbox assembly
Control-indicator
Structural support*

NSN
1615-01-492-1441
5895-01-390-0280
1615-01-158-9519

PN
70357-06300-044
70550-02126-110
70361-05060-042

Questions about returns? Contact the item manager, Mackeshia Brown, by email:
mackeshia.r.brown.civ@mail.mil
Finally, if you have unserviceable vaneaxial fans, NSNs 4140-01-424-9956 and 414001-329-3428, turn them in for repair also.
Contact Denise Miller** for assistance:
denise.a.miller34.civ@army.mil
NOTES:
* This NSN added, 11/24/2021
** New point of contact
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Combat Vehicles

Stryker: Height Management System
PM
/ Published Nov. 23, 2021

Photo by Staff Sgt. Keith Anderson

Operators,
Preventive maintenance is very important for making sure your Stryker's height management system
(HMS) works like it should.

Remember, if your Stryker’s HMS isn’t working properly, it can cause the vehicle to
ride low and cause the tires to contact the vehicle chassis, which leads to damage,
and possibly, even a catastrophic fire! Don't let this happen to you!
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Riding low can damage vehicle

Following the PMCS tables in TM 9-2355-363-13&P, TM 9-2355-363-13&P DVH and
TM 9-2355-450-23&P DVHA1 helps keep you and your crew safe during vehicle
operations, identifies deficiencies in the HMS, decreases downtime, ensures your
Stryker is mission capable and increases Army readiness.
Here are some tips to keep your Stryker’s HMS functioning so it doesn’t end up on a
DA Form 5988-E, Equipment Maintenance and Inspection Worksheet, with an X
beside it for Non Mission Capable (NMC).
Place HMS in Down Position
When your Stryker is parked, place the HMS in the down position. This gives you the
chance to exercise the HMS and properly identify faults, and gives the maintenance
team a troubleshooting starting point. It’ll also save your unit nitrogen costs and
prevent man-hours being spent on unscheduled maintenance.
Here’s how to put your Stryker’s HMS into the down position:
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1. Turn AUX and AUTO power on.
2. Start the engine and let it run until 125-135 psi is reached in the front and
rear air tanks.
3. For Strykers ensure the ramp is raised; For NBCRV’s ensure the door is
closed.
4. Place the transfer case in high and set to 4x8.
5. Use a ground guide to make sure nothing is blocking the wheels and all
personnel are safely out of the way in case the vehicle rolls.
6. Disengage the parking brake.
7. Press the left and right toggle switches down simultaneously on the height
management unit (HMU).
8. Apply the parking brake and perform engine shut-down procedures.

Press toggle switches at same time

Note: The bottom lights will begin to flash and then turn solid once the
HMS has lowered to the proper height.
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Lights turn solid at correct height

8. Apply the parking brake and perform engine shut-down procedures.
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Stryker in lowered position

Follow These Steps to Level Vehicle
Extra weight, like when slat armor is installed for example, can sometimes knock your
Stryker’s HMS system out of kilter. If your Stryker sags at one or more of its corners,
you’ll know it’s time to level your Stryker. Here’s how to solve that problem:
1. Turn on AUX and AUTO power.
2. Start the engine and let it run until there is 125-135 psi in the front and
rear air tanks. Ensure the transfer case is in high and set to 4x8. Have a
ground guide walk around the Stryker and ensure there is nothing blocking
the wheels and no personnel are in the path of the vehicle in case it
begins to roll.
3. Disengage the parking brake and have an operator or maintainer remain
in the driver’s seat, ready to apply the service brakes in case the vehicle
begins to roll.
4. Toggle up on the left and right toggle switches. The center lights on the
HMU will begin to flash. Once the vehicle is at operational height the
center lights will go solid. Apply the parking brake.
Keep Vehicle at Nominal Height
Operators must keep the vehicle at the nominal height at all times during operations.
A Stryker fully loaded with equipment and personnel can sometimes sag in the rear.
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Operators can fix this by pressing the center button on the HMU while driving slowly
on a level surface.
The center lights on the HMU will flash and go solid once the vehicle is at the nominal
height.
Install Snow Chains Properly
Snow chains, if not properly installed, will damage the height management system.
The central tire inflation system (CTIS) must be set to highway mode. The left and
right #2 and #4 strut guards must be removed. Install snow chains only on the left and
right #2 and #4 tires.
To remove the strut guards, have maintenance put the HMS in maintenance mode
first. Once the snow chains are installed, ensure the HMS is at nominal height.
Cover Air Transport Box
Operators must make sure that the dust cover is installed on the air transport box.
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Don't leave dust cover disconnected

If the dust cover isn’t installed, water and moisture can get inside the air transport
box, causing corrosion on the switch connection. Once this happens, the HMS is no
longer functional.
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Ensure dust cover is properly installed

Drain Hull Weekly
The last and most important task as an operator is to drain your Stryker’s hull weekly!
Even if the vehicle is covered with a tarp, fluids can still build up in the hull and cause
damage to the HMS and other components.
Here’s a link to a previous PS Magazine article about draining the hull:
https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/News/Article/2040717/stryker-water-in-hulldrain-it/
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Combat and Tactical Vehicle: Improved
BDAR Tire Repair Kit
/ Published Nov. 29, 2021

Photo by Charles Rosemond
Listen up! The battle damage assessment and repair (BDAR) kit’s ground combat tire
repair stand-alone kit, NSN 5180-01-542-8146, has been updated.
The tire repair kit is now smaller, lighter, tougher and costs less. Here are some
specifics:
1. It has a much smaller footprint and its pouch design fits into a cargo
pocket.
2. It’s lighter and easier to carry.
3. It has two extra plies embedded into the tire plug, making the plugs more
durable and repairs longer-lasting. The plugs are double-bagged, which
doubles their shelf life.
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Improved BDAR tire repair kit

Remember, repairs made with the tire repair kit are just temporary and meant to get
you out of a jam. A repaired tire has to be replaced ASAP.
The kit can also be used to repair leaking radiator hoses, metal fluid lines, and gaps
around doors, hatches and O-rings.
The tire repair kit comes as part of BDAR kit, NSN 2690-01-659-5620.
Questions? Contact TRADOC’s Project Office for Battlefield Recovery (TPO-BR) at
DSN 298-3050/3488/4115, (410) 278-3050/3488/4415, or email:
michael.s.deschenes.civ@army.mil
or
william.l.payson.civ@army.mil
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Construction

D7R II Tractor: Dozer PM Tips
/ Published Nov. 22, 2021

Photo by Capt. Loyal Auterson

Keep these D7R II tractor (dozer) preventive maintenance tips in mind before the
day’s run.
Parking Brake Reminder
Make sure the dozer’s parking brake is locked (engaged) before you start the vehicle.
Inexperienced or inattentive operators tend to hop into the cab, ready to move lots of
dirt at the worksite and forget this important step.
Without the parking brake engaged, your vehicle won’t start. And grinding down on
the starter causes one of two things to potentially happen: the vehicle’s batteries run
down, or the engine’s starter burns out.
If the engine won’t start, check the parking brake first.
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Seat Knob Bolt NSN Correction
Need a new seat adjustment knob bolt for your D7R II dozer? Don’t use NSN 530501-517-2222, which is shown as Item 94 in Fig 118 of TM 5-3805-293-24P (Feb 16).
Not only is that bolt too long, but it also isn’t threaded properly and doesn’t include a
roll pin hole. Order the right bolt with NSN 5306-01-659-5535, and make a note until
the TM is updated.
Messenger Display Code: Make a Note
The D7R II’s messenger display provides a service code menu to help diagnose
vehicle system malfunctions.
After start up, make a point to jot down any error code numbers that pop up. Then tell
field maintenance so they can make a proper diagnosis.
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Missiles

Patriot Missile System: Enroll for FY22
Corrosion Training
/ Published Nov. 8, 2021

Photo by Jason Cutshaw

Battling corrosion on Patriot missile systems starts with the proper training. Soldiers,
what are you waiting for? Enroll now for FY22 Corrosion Training with the Missile
Corrosion Service Team (MCST).
Online training is provided monthly on Microsoft Teams (MS Teams). It’s a one-day,
two-hour, live virtual training session. Don’t forget, you’ll need access to MS Teams to
take the training.
Here are the dates and times for upcoming FY22 sessions.
Training date
1 December 21
5 January 22
2 February 22
2 March 22

Time
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
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6 April 22
4 May 22
1 June 22
6 July 22
3 August 22
7 September 22

0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)
0900-1100 (CST)

Want to register for the training or just have questions? You can contact the MCST at
DSN (256) 336-1400 or (256) 313-8620/8621 or by email:
usarmy.redstone.rdecom-amrdec.mbx.amcom-corrosion@mail.mil
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Patriot Missile System: Enroll for FY22
Corrosion Training
/ Published Nov. 8, 2021
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Small Arms

M2/M2A1 Machine Guns: Are There
Mandatory Replacement Parts?
/ Published Nov. 3, 2021

Photo by Jacob Caldwell

Dear Half-Mast,
There was an article on Page 41 of PS 767 (Oct 16) that said the M2A1 machine
gun’s mandatory replacement parts had been eliminated. Has there been any change
to this statement? The M2A1’s -23&P TM still shows these parts.
J.S.

Dear J.S.,
Mandatory replacement parts for both the M2 and the M2A1 machine guns are no
longer needed. The M2/M2A1 TM 9-1005-213-23&P (Mar 13) is currently being
revised, and the revised TM won’t have any mandatory replacement parts listed for
either weapon.
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Small Arms: Store Only Clean Weapons
in the Arms Room
/ Published Nov. 23, 2021

Photo by Pfc. Tierra S Sims

Commanders, leaders and Soldiers,
After a long day at the range, everyone wants to turn in their weapon and go home.
But that’s not the right thing to do. It’s critical that all weapons are thoroughly cleaned
and lubricated before they’re stored.

Operators, when you return from the range, the first thing you need to do
is clean and lubricate your weapon.
Armorers, inspect every weapon before storing it in the rack. If the
weapon hasn’t been thoroughly cleaned and lubricated, then hand it back
to the operator to try again.
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You may be wondering why it’s so important to clean your weapon prior to storing it.
Humidity can mix with burnt gun powder or carbon and turn into corrosion on a dirty
weapon.
Every 90 days, weapons in storage need to be cleaned and inspected according to
the specific weapon’s -23&P TM. This will prevent corrosion and make sure your
weapon is ready when it’s needed.
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MK 19 Grenade Machine Gun: Always
Lock the Sear in Place
/ Published Nov. 29, 2021

Photo by Sgt. Bill Boecker

Dear Editor,
When Soldiers disassemble the MK 19 grenade machine gun, they should make sure
after removing the sear plate assembly from the receiver that their priority is putting
the sear safety lock on. In the picture below, the safety lock is in place.
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Sear plate is locked

Putting the safety lock in place helps to prevent the sear plate from coming apart if it’s
accidentally dropped or mishandled. The sear assembly can easily come apart and all
the washers inside the assembly can come out and get lost.
The washers are installed in a specific pattern and direction. When Soldiers try to put
the washers back in the sear, they typically fail to place them in the right order. This
causes the weapon to be out of battery (when the bolt is not in the normal position).
If the washers do accidentally come out of the sear, Soldiers need to let the armorer
know so the MK 19 can be sent in for maintenance. The small arms repairers will
repair, lube, assemble and then calibrate the sear plate correctly.
Also, here’s a cleaning tip:
While cleaning the MK 19, users should never put the sear plate and the bolt in
the solvent tank. The solvent will break down and dissolve the lubricants. Then
the weapon will have to be sent to the small arms repairers. They will need to
take the sear plate and bolt apart, clean, dry, lube, assemble, and then time and
calibrate these two parts to put the weapon back into service.
Fred Fanning II
Mark Haggith
David Ryback
Ft Leonard Wood, MO
Editor’s note: Thanks for the tips, Fred, Mark and David. Operators, follow these tips
and save NMC time on your MK 19 machine guns.

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2855816

2/2

Soldier Support

Training: 92W Virtual Resources
/ Published Nov. 5, 2021

Photo by Maj. Jason Sweeney

The US Army Quartermaster School’s Petroleum & Water Department (QMS-PWD)
has developed training tools via the Army Virtual Learning Environment (AVLE) to
enhance the 92W (Water Treatment Specialist) learning experience.
QMS-PD is extending its operational reach to all learning domains to enhance the
92W continuum and allow Soldiers out in the operational force, through these reachback training tools, to maintain technical proficiency through self-development and
sustainment training.
These virtual tools are available at the Army Sustainment Resource Portal (ASRP)
and can be accessed without a CAC. Soldiers worldwide now have digital training
enablers (DTEs) and instructional videos on the most critical tasks of a 92W at their
fingertips.
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Access training through ASRP portal

Lessons can be downloaded on any computer and Android devices (mobile phones,
tablets, etc.). At this time, the iPhone is not supported but it will be in future projects.
This resource allows units to train on organic water equipment and equipment not in
their inventory to maintain technical proficiency and increase unit readiness and
lethality.
Visit the ASRP 92W repository:
https://cascom.army.mil/asrp/qm-92W.html
For 92L and 92L digital training, go to:
https://cascom.army.mil/asrp/qm-tech.html
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Soldier Support: ACFT Equipment Set
Transfers to DLA
/ Published Nov. 16, 2021

Photo by Spc. Woodlyne Escarne

TACOM is transferring the procurement and management responsibility of the Army
Combat Fitness Test (ACFT) equipment set to the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA)
Troop Support. This requires canceling the current TACOM ACFT equipment set NSN
and replacing it with a new NSN for the DLA ACFT set.
The old NSN was 7830-01-675-1851. The new equipment set is NSN 6930-01-6921671. There are no changes to the set itself. The only change is the transfer of
responsibility from TACOM to DLA. All Army units can submit a self-funded requisition
into GCSS-Army to procure complete ACFT equipment sets and ACFT components
from DLA.
For ordering instructions, see:

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2845507

1/2

For answers to your questions, call (269) 704-7921 or email:
dlacicsupport@dla.mil
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Tactical Vehicles

Corrosion: New TM 43-0139 Is Hot off
the Press
/ Published Nov. 2, 2021

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jacob Cessna

Maintenance leaders, quality inspectors and paint technicians, get the revised TM 430139, Chemical Agent Resistant Coating (CARC) Application and Quality Assurance
on Army Ground Equipment (Oct 21).
The updated manual is intended for maintenance facilities with paint booth
operations. It includes new work packages, sections covering specialty coatings,
chemical agent resistant coating (CARC) application tables, quality assurance (QA)
inspection worksheets, new product NSNs and current guidance.
TM 43-0139 is available on the USAMC Logistics Data Analysis Center (LDAC)
website. Search for it using the TM number and have your CAC handy:
https://liw.logsa.army.mil/etmapp/#/etm/home
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M978A2/A4 HEMTT: Deadman Valve
Leaking?
/ Published Nov. 3, 2021

Courtesy photo

Operators, do you have an issue with the deadman valve leaking on your M978A4 or
M978A2 HEMTT fuel tankers? It’s also commonly called the hand-actuated control
valve (HAV). You can easily fix the leaking with some sealing compound.
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Deadman valve

There are two (2) pipe nipples on the deadman valve that can leak if sealing
compound is not applied to the nipples when you’re changing them out. On the red
line is pipe nipple, NSN-4730-01-154-2074, and on the green line is pipe nipple, NSN
4730-00-277-8289.
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Both pipe nipples require sealing compound

So, don’t forget to add sealing compound, NSN 8030-01-218-0321, PN MS-PTS-50,
to both pipe nipples to stop those pesky leaks. See TM 9-2320-326-13&P (Sep 20) for
more instructions. Note that the deadman valve isn’t an assembly, so it’s made of
different parts.
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Corrosion: TACOM Corrosion Website
Has Helpful Info
/ Published Nov. 5, 2021

Photo by Sgt. Bill Boecker

Maintenance leaders, if you haven’t heard, the TACOM corrosion team has a website.
The website contains numerous instructional aids and videos, training courses, slide
presentations, publications and the latest corrosion news. It also has links to some of
your favorites sites, like PS Magazine, GCCS-Army, TULSA, UTAP and many others.
Check out the CAC-enabled site here:
https://tacom.aep.army.mil/sites/ilsc/Public/CPC/SitePages/Home.aspx
For more info on corrosion prevention and control, contact the TACOM Corrosion
Team at:
https://usarmy.detroit.tacom.mbx.ilsc-corrosion@mail.mil
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M915A3 Tractor Truck, M872A4
Semitrailer: Update for Winter Tires
/ Published Nov. 16, 2021

Photo by Maj. Joel Anderson

Warfighters, according to TACOM Maintenance Action Message (MAM) 21-053, you’ll
need to check your M915A3 tractor trucks and M872A4 semitrailers to ensure that
Michelin® and Goodyear® tires aren’t both mounted on the same axle.
The tires, are Michelin® X MULTI D 11R22.5 and Goodyear® Ultra Grip RTD 11R22.5
(Load Range H). Both use the same NSN: 2610-01-678-8323. The Michelin® tire is
obsolete and has been replaced by the Goodyear® tire.
Currently the Goodyear® tire is the only tire available in the supply system, and it’s
important to note that it’s a directional tire and should be installed only as indicated
on the tire sidewall. It must be paired with another Goodyear® tire.
The Michelin® tire is still authorized for use and should only be replaced by attrition;
but, when you replace one on a given axle, you must replace both.
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For more info, have your CAC handy and see the entire MA 21-053 message at:
https://tulsa.tacom.army.mil/Maintenance/message.cfm?id=MA21-053.html
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M978A2/A4 HEMTT: Bent Bracket
Blocks Manual Control
/ Published Nov. 16, 2021

Photo by Katie Wright

Dear Editor,
Please let PS Magazine readers know that a support bracket underneath the
M978A2/A4 HEMTT tankers can interfere with the manual control (MC) V1
emergency valve if the bracket gets bent.
Soldiers may not notice it at first if the MC cable isn’t properly adjusted. But the more
the bracket bends, the more it binds the cable. Soon, the cable is damaged and the
MC won’t work at all.
If HEMTT operators find a bent support bracket, they should tell their mechanic so it
can be replaced. Then the mechanic will replace the bracket, NSN 5340-01-6185711, and readjust the cable to prevent future problems.
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Mike Cantrell
Ft Riley, KS
Editor’s note: Mike, thanks for that great tip! We added an illustration that shows a
bent bracket and the bracket readjusted.

A bent bracket will make the MC cable bend, so get bracket replaced and cable readjusted
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FMTV: Old A/C Tensioner System Not in
TM
/ Published Nov. 18, 2021

Photo by Scott Sturkol

Operators, the story on Pages 16-17 of PS 798 (May 19) provided info for A/C belts due to
confusion with the addition of a new A/C tensioner system.
There was no requirement to upgrade the old tensioner system to the new one.
However, TM 9-2320-333-23&P (Jun 19) only shows NSNs for the upgraded A/C
tensioner system. The old A/C tensioner system NSNs aren’t in the TM.
Here’s a list of the old and new A/C tensioner systems parts. Make sure you order the
correct A/C belt because the new A/C tensioner system uses a longer belt.
Item
Bolt
Bolt
Washer

Old NSN
New NSN
Qty
5306-01-371-7162 5305-01-372-4712 1
N/A
5306-01-369-6095 4
5310-01-372-5686 N/A
1
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Item
Old NSN
New NSN
Qty
Tensioner bracket N/A
5340-01-630-2719 1
Tensioner pulley 3950-01-607-2049 3950-01-629-9198 1
A/C belt
3030-01-372-8144 3030-00-294-9785 1
You’ll need to contact TACOM for further guidance if you want to convert from the old
to new configuration at:
usarmy.detroit.tacom.mbx.ilsc-fmtv@mail.mil
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M915A5 Tractor Truck: Order a
Programmed ECM
/ Published Nov. 19, 2021

Photo by (Scott T. Sturkol), Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office

Operators, if you need to order an engine control module (ECM) for your M915A5
tractor truck, don’t use the part number (PN) that’s on the item itself.
To get the correct ECM that’s already programmed, use NSN 5998-01-610-7612, PN
DDE 23539205, at a cost of $3,355.
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