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I Own This: July 2022 Nominees
/ Published Aug. 2, 2022
PS Magazine’s I Own This campaign is designed to recognize Warfighters of all
services who exemplify the highest standards of care for their assigned vehicles and
equipment and contribute in meaningful ways to their unit's overall maintenance and
supply posture. In short, they live and breathe readiness.
For July, one Warfighter was nominated for this program: Cpl. Jose Retes, US Marine
Corps.
Spotlight Profile
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Cpl. Jose Retes
USMC/Active
Maintenance Management Specialist
Weapons & Field Training BN, MCRD San Diego, Edison Range
Nominated by: CW2 Shawn M. Daley
How you came to know/observe the nominee's actions? Cpl. Retes joined the unit
almost two years ago. Before his arrival, his billet was gapped and sorely neglected.
Once he joined the unit and gained his bearings, he took the unit from “zero to hero”
through his dedication to the job and willingness to go above and beyond to ensure
unit success.
Why does this individual deserve recognition? Cpl. Retes has gone outside of his
job specialty to ensure recruits are trained and the unit accomplishes its mission in
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compliance with the applicable rules and regulations. He has mentored and guided
other junior Marines in all matters of maintenance management.
Additional Comments: The picture of Cpl. Retes above shows him beside a water
trailer (or water "bull"). Before his arrival, the it sat in the lot for a prolonged time and
was in bad shape. He assessed it was beyond repair but still needed to be prepped
for disposal. He ensured all applicable procedures were followed to properly dispose
of the water trailer and coordinate for its replacement, helping to ensure optimal unit
readiness.
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I Sustain This: July 2022 Nominees
/ Published Aug. 3, 2022
PS Magazine’s I Sustain This campaign is designed to recognize civilian sustainers
who exemplify the highest standards while maintaining equipment to meet combat
readiness requirements and stay in the fight, even under the most arduous of
circumstances.
This month, we had three (3) civilian sustainers nominated for this program. One was
selected at random to receive the spotlight, and that individual was Bobbie S. Colbert
Jr. of the TACOM Fleet Management Expansion (FMX) office, Ft Lee, VA.
Spotlight Profile
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Bobbie S. Colbert Jr.
Supply Technician
TACOM Fleet Management Expansion (FMX) office, Ft Lee, VA
Nominated by: Kevin C. Peavy
Why does this person deserve recognition? The nominee maintains the
operational readiness of a fleet of 200 vehicles for the training base. Mr. Colbert’s
attention to detail and superior supply knowledge enables the TACOM FMX
Ordnance Division at North Range to accomplish our critical objectives: zero missed
training, readiness rates above 90-percent fully-mission-capable (FMC) status and
adherence to funding goals. Mr. Colbert ensures that service parts are processed in
Global Combat Support System-Army (GCSS-A) within two (2) hours or receipt.
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Additional Comments: Additionally, he monitors the display material function within
GCSS-A for errors or obsolete references and promptly notifies FMX North Range
technicians. This enables them to update their reference material with the most
current NSNs.
Also Nominated

Victor D. Hernandez
Heavy Mobile Equipment Repairer
Combined Arms Support Command (CASCOM) Schools, Ft Lee, VA
Maintains: M1089A1 Wrecker, M984A1 Wrecker, 10K, 6K and 5K Forklifts, LET,
MCRS, RTCH
Nominated by: Donald Partin
Why does this person deserve recognition? Mr. Hernandez is the go-to guy for
troubleshooting difficult tasks for all of the equipment he repairs. He's professional
and efficient. Mr. Hernandez received positive feedback through the ICE reporting
system from customers, received multiple bonuses for his work quality and received
the Technician of the Year award. Mr. Hernandez is very well-deserving of the "I
Sustain This" recognition. He takes ownership of the equipment he maintains for the
Soldiers that come to the Ordnance and Transportation Schools. And he always does
it with pride.

Todd D. Smock
Communications and Electronics
AMSA 28, Army Reserve at Cedar Falls, IA
Communications and NVGs
Nominated by: Corey Holman
Why does this person deserve recognition? Mr. Smock readily provides
knowledge and expertise to supported units. He always ensures they're at the utmost
readiness to perform their missions. The units he supports always praise the work he
does for them.
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AMC Celebrates its 60th Anniversary
/ Published Aug. 4, 2022
Since 1962, the US Army Materiel Command (of which PS: The Preventive
Maintenance Magazine is a subordinate activity) has worked tirelessly in support of
the U.S. military and its allies around the globe. This proud organization, founded on
the idea that the best way to serve and support the Warfighter would be by bringing
together the fundamental elements of the materiel enterprise under one command,
continues to evolve to face the challenges of a changing world.
Watch this video for a brief overview of AMC's six decades of supporting Warfighters
across the globe.

View on dvidshub.net

Read more about AMC's 60th anniversary HERE.
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SMA Sends: Attacking Inflation and
Building Financial Readiness
/ Published Aug. 16, 2022
BLUF: SMA Grinston provides a list of programs and services available to Soldiers,
families and leaders to attack inflation and build financial readiness.

Courtesy Photo Fort Campbell Public Affairs Office

With inflation affecting everything from gas prices to groceries to rent, some Soldiers
and their families are finding it harder to get by on the budgets they’ve set and used
before. Soldiers of all ranks can seek guidance, assistance, and advice through the
Army’s Financial Readiness Program (FRP).
The FRP offers a number of online resources, as well as free, credentialed personal
financial counselors, to help Soldiers understand the financial landscape and to take
ownership of their own personal financial management. Unfortunately, many Soldiers
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are not aware of these resources.
Soldiers and Families who know about and take advantage of these resources put
themselves on a path toward a lifetime of solid financial health. Via online tools,
phone calls with personal financial counselors and visits to the local installation Army
Community Service Center, help is just a click, call or a walk away, and there's no
time like the present to get started.
Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the programs and services available
to you and your fellow Soldiers.
-16th SMAFINANCIAL FRONTLINE
(https://financialfrontline.org)
Built as one-stop shop, this online resource features calculators to figure out the cost
of PCS moves and other expenses; educational videos on how to manage debt,
spending and large purchases such as cars; a financial self-assessment tool; income
tax resources, including links to free military tax consultants and software; and
information on how Soldiers can find no-cost financial counselors and counseling
services. It also includes helpful brochures on how to get the most out of the GI Bills,
and how to lower credit card and other interest rates through the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act.
MILESTONE TRAINING:
Soldiers are required to undergo financial literacy training at personal and
professional milestones in their lives and careers. At financialfrontline.org, Soldiers
can find checklists, handouts and videos to help get their finances in order before
experiencing 10 of the most important milestones: pre-deployment, post-deployment,
PCSing, marriage, divorce (if applicable), vesting in the TSP, promotion, having the
first child, continuation pay, enrollment in the Exceptional Family Member Program,
and a disabling sickness or condition (if applicable). Each resource provides an easyto-follow list of all of the things a Soldier should do before approaching these life
events, and standardized curriculums, products and course completion certificates
are available through distributed learning, face-to-face instruction and/or group
training. Additionally, standardized instruction occurs at specified institutional training
and professional military education courses. Upon completion of the mandatory
training, verification should be entered into the Digital Training Management System
with the assigned task identification codes. See your unit training manager for more
information.
FIND A PERSONAL FINANCIAL COUNSELOR
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(https://finred.usalearning.gov/pfcMap)
All active-duty, National Guard and Reserve Soldiers – and their family members and
survivors – are eligible to receive no-cost, confidential financial counseling services,
and this website allows them to find one. Simply click on your state and a list of
counselors, who are available for in-person or virtual meetings, will appear. In
addition, Soldiers can talk to financial counselors through
https://www.militaryonesource.mil, and counselors are also available at local
installation Financial Readiness offices within Army Community Service or Family
Support Centers.

MILSPOUSE MONEY MISSION
(https://milspousemoneymission.org)
This website explains in "spouse language" the aforementioned milestones and their
financial considerations, and it offers a list of things that spouses should do. For
example, after the birth of a child, the spouse should update legal documents, check
their Soldier's leave and earnings statement to make sure it is updated and correct,
apply for a social security number for the child, and enroll the child in the Defense
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System. Similar lists for PCS moves, deployments and
other milestones will make life easier and finances more manageable. There's even a
MilKids section to help raise financially fit kids, which includes teaching them good
values and habits, tips on saving money and how to improve their communication
skills.
SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT
(https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/USAF-Service-Members-CivilRelief-Act-Handout-2019.pdf)
On day one of joining the Army, Soldiers are granted legal protections that many
people do not know about. For example, Soldiers can request a 6% interest rate cap
on any debts incurred prior to military service (credit cards, loans, mortgages, etc.) for
the duration of their military obligation and one year thereafter for mortgages. This
applies to individual debts of the Soldier as well as those incurred jointly with his or
her spouse. Other protections include the ability to cancel cellphone contracts without
being charged an early termination fee if deploying or moving overseas, and the
ability to terminate rental or automobile leases if one is going on active duty, PCSing
or deploying. Soldiers are also protected from being evicted from housing if their
duties affect their ability to pay rent, and they may also be protected against
foreclosures of their homes. Soldiers are encouraged to ask their installation financial
counselors about these and other protections, which include free legal services.
PUBLIC SERVICE LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAM
(https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service)
If you join the military and have a government student loan, the U.S. government will
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pay it off in 10 years through the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program. To see if
you qualify, use the PSLF Self-Help Tool at https://studentaid.gov/pslf.
ZERO INTEREST LOANS
(https://www.armyemergencyrelief.org)
Army Emergency Relief is a nonprofit organization that provides financial assistance
to distressed Soldiers and families through grants, interest-free loans and
scholarships. The assistance can be used to cover costs related to food, emergency
or PCS travel, natural disasters, rent or mortgage problems, temporary lodging,
utilities, funerals, home repairs and much, much more. Soldiers on active duty, Army
Reserve and National Guard Soldiers activated on Title 10 orders for more than 30
days, and qualified dependents are eligible.
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
(https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/361)
SNAP is a U.S. government program that provides benefits to eligible low-income
individuals and families via an electronic benefits transfer card that can be used like a
debit card to purchase eligible food in authorized retail food stores. Service members
and their families may be eligible. To determine qualification, visit
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/state-directory or call the SNAP information line at
800-221-5689.
MILITARY LEADERS ECONOMIC SECURITY TOOLKIT
(https://www.militaryonesource.mil/leaders-service-providers/economicsecurity)
This toolkit helps leaders and service providers support the economic security of
service members by providing information on housing availability, food insecurity,
PCS moves, and financial well-being.
ARMY VANTAGE
(https://vantage.army.mil)
Starting in late summer of 2022, the Army Vantage Data Analytics Platform will offer
leaders a tool to track the progress of their Soldiers regarding their financial education
requirements. After logging in, leaders will be able to pull data on their Soldiers'
milestones and see how many have completed their training. For example, if a unit is
getting ready to deploy, the leader will see how many have actually completed their
training and checklists. Those who have not can be advised to get started and to
learn about the financial counseling opportunities available to them. Leaders should
ensure they have access to the Vantage platform; requests can be made on the
website.
* From SMA Email, dated 8/15/2022
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Generators: Associated TMs Give More
Info
/ Published Aug. 18, 2022
BLUF: A reader explains that associated diesel engine TMs give the NSNs for
generator oil filters.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Mary Katzenberger

Dear Editor,
TM 9-6115-641-24P (Nov 12) for the MEP-802A and MEP-812A generator sets, and
TM 9-6115-642-24P (Oct 96) for the MEP-803A and MEP813A generator sets don’t
list NSNs or part numbers for engine oil filters. Maintainers need to reference the
associated diesel engine TMs for those generator sets to locate the oil filter NSNs. It
occurred to me that there are probably some maintainers who are not aware of
associated TMs.
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The associated TM numbers for these generator sets can be found in the Introduction
Section under Special Information in the -24P TMs mentioned above. Specifically,
Soldiers should see WP 0001-8 in TM 9-6115-641-24P or Page 6 in TM 9-6115-64224P.
Deryl Gensler
Ft Lee, VA
Editor’s note: We bet that's generated some interest. Thanks for sharing this
valuable tip, Mr. Gensler.
Note that the MEP-802A, MEP-812A, MEP-803A and MEP813A generator sets can
use the same oil filter. The updated oil filter is NSN 2940-01-154-5127, which
replaces 2940-01-361-5161. One important thing to remember is that oil filters
sometimes change for engines, as these items are DLA-managed and vendors may
no longer produce certain filters. In many cases, however, FED LOG or i2Log gives
an updated NSN whenever an NSN becomes obsolete.
Also, in many cases, Tactical Quiet Generators (TQGs) are being replaced by
Advanced Medium Mobile Power Source (AMMPS) generators, but we recognize that
some units may have older equipment they need to maintain.
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Aviation

Apache: Faster, More Effective
Maintenance Comes with STAMP
/ Published Aug. 1, 2022

Photo by Sgt. Sarah Sangster

Obtaining the full maintenance picture of the Apache helicopter during flight is now
possible for mechanics with the Smart Tool for Aviation Maintenance Picture (STAMP)
system.
STAMP provides near-real time fault information based on high-fidelity, systemgenerated reports, an improvement on the current process of waiting for the Apache
to return home and relying on the pilots to remember to write up faults after landing.
Having actual system information earlier in the process does three main things. It:
helps reduce or eliminate possible misdiagnoses.
enables necessary personnel, tools and parts to be correctly identified
and assembled.

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=3111511

1/2

reduces trips and unnecessary equipment transport to and from the
hangar.
All of which contribute to a faster maintenance turnaround time.
STAMP is scheduled to start fielding in the second half of FY23. The new TM number,
NSN and part number will be TM 1-4920-254-13&P, NSN 4920-01-698-5843 and PN
1080750.
You can view all the details on STAMP in the Apache Newsletter (Mar 22) HERE.
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AGSE: Got Questions About SCAMP
Warranty Claims?
/ Published Aug. 1, 2022

Photo by Capt. Travis Mueller

Operators, if you use the self-propelled crane aircraft maintenance and positioning
(SCAMP II) expeditionary crane, also called the spydercrane, and have questions
about submitting a warranty claim, here’s the lowdown.
Check your SCAMP II warranty to make sure it’s not expired. If it’s not expired and
you have problems with the crane, you’ll need to fill out a warranty claim form and
submit the claim online.
For all the technical details, access to warranty forms and to get support from the
OEM and access to TM 9-3810-365-13&P (Feb 22), go to the AGSE milSuite site
HERE.
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Apache: Engine Cleaning the Right Way
/ Published Aug. 4, 2022

Photo by Sgt. Preston Malizia

Mechanics, you may remember the days of quick engine cleanings. Today, engine
care has become more sophisticated. WP 0324 of TM 1-2840-248-23&P (Oct 19)
now specifies cleaning intervals and adjustments to those intervals based on
environmental conditions.
In certain operating environments (such as cold weather, salt water, desert or sandy),
multiple wash and rinse cycles are necessary and recommended by engineers to
facilitate cleaner compressors, longer on-wing time and reduced critical wear. Also,
hot section cleanings are recommended to remove clogged cooling passages and
reduce elevated engine operating temperatures, which if not done, can result in
premature component failures.
WP 0324 also provides guidance on approved cleaners. A note in this work package
states that B&B 3100 (MIL-PRF-85704, Type I) is the primary cleaner for Army turbine
engines, approved for locales where environmental restrictions permit. Where they
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don’t permit, engine cleaners that conform to MIL-PRF-85704, Type II and Type IIA,
are acceptable. Comply with the existing washing procedure. Both types of cleaners
are less effective than Type I; as a result, you may have to wash the engine more
often for better results. Note that Type IIA cleaners do not require dilution with water.
TM 1-2840-248-23&P has very little work to perform at PMI on the T700 engine.
Maintainers should therefore consider other maintenance tasks that’ll enhance
performance between PMI intervals. One example is conducting off-wing hot section
engine cleanings when operating in dirty environments (WP 0325). Performing offwing hot section cleanings removes any accumulation of particles that may impede
cooling airflow through hot section parts, which in turn, may cause material fatigue,
decreased parts clearances and corrosion.
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Apache: Got Problems with EDECU?
/ Published Aug. 15, 2022
BLUF: Use enhanced procedures found in H-64-20-AMAM-03 with addendum to
troubleshoot retrofitted EDECUs.

Photo by Charles Rosemond

Mechanics, if your unit has had the latest version of the enhanced digital electronic
control unit (EDECU), NSN 2995-01-680-3143, PN 4155T12P09, installed on any of
your aircraft, there’s a more in-depth troubleshooting procedure you need to follow.
Start by double-checking each aircraft’s data plate to see if the P09 version EDECU
has been installed.
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Check data plate for part number

If it has and there’s a fault or failure, Aviation Maintenance Action Message (AMAM)
H-64-20-AMAM-03 instructs you to swap the EDECU with an adjacent engine to see
if the problem follows. If it does, then replace the EDECU and submit a product
quality deficiency report (PQDR). When ordering a replacement EDECU use NSN
2995-01-680-3143 with a 2B advice code. This will ensure you get the P09 version.
To view and download the AMAM, with CAC in hand, visit:
https://asmprd.redstone.army.mil/.
Click on Consolidated Listings, select Aviation as the Record Type, H-64 as System
Type and AMAM as Message Type. Then click Search. Results are listed in
chronological order.
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MEDEVAC: BAM Window Latch
Assemblies Now Have NSNs
/ Published Aug. 17, 2022
BLUF: The right-and left-hand BAM window latches can be ordered by NSN from the
supply system.

Photo by Spc. Savannah Miller

Mechanics, the right-and left-hand latch assemblies for the Black Hawk Advanced
MEDEVAC (BAM) window, shown as Item 1 in Fig 02-42 of WP 2232 in TM 1-1520280-23&P (May 22), have been assigned NSNs.
Order the left-hand rim latch set with NSN 1560-01-701-9385, PN 1049584-10, and
the right-hand rim latch set with NSN 1560-01-702-6466, PN 1049584-30.
Note this information in your TM until it’s revised. Contact Johnny Eley by email if you
have questions:
johnny.s.eley.civ@army.mil
For earlier guidance we provided on another set of BAM parts, visit MEDEVAC: How
to Get BAM Window Parts.
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AGSE: How to Get a Windshield Wiper
Arm for SATS
/ Published Aug. 17, 2022
BLUF: Standard Aircraft Towing System TM lists duplicate NSN for the wiper blade
and no NSN for the wiper arm

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Roberts

Mechanics, there’s a challenge ordering the standard aircraft towing system (SATS)
windshield wiper arm you should know about. If you order it using NSN 2090-01-6176352, PN 302-1180, as shown in Item 1 of Fig 109 of TM 1-1740-221-13&P (Feb 15),
you’ll get a windshield wiper blade, instead. That’s because the NSN and part number
are for the blade and they’re incorrectly duplicated in the TM.
Make a note that the AGSE product office is in the process of identifying a part
number and NSN for the wiper arm so it can be provisioned. They’ve also submitted a
DA Form 2028 to correct the duplicate NSN in the TM.
In the meantime, you can order the windshield wiper arm from the vendor. You can
view a copy of the milSuite post and vendor quote HERE. Keep in mind that vendor price
and lead time may change based on the date it is ordered and the shipping location.
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AGSE: Install SATS Wheel Assembly
Correctly
/ Published Aug. 25, 2022
BLUF: When installing the wheel assemblies on the SATS, remember it’s shallow
side IN for the FRONT wheels and shallow side OUT for the REAR.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Roberts

Mechanics,
In our story on Pages 22-23 of PS 777 (Aug 17), we told you how to correctly position
the wheel assemblies on the front and rear studs because the mounting instructions
were incomplete in TM 1-1740-221-13&P (Feb 15). Since then, the TM’s been
updated. However, make a note that the NOTE in the removal procedure section of
work package (WP) 0091 should actually be in the installation task (a DA Form 2028
has been submitted to correct the placement of the TM note).
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Installed wrong, front wheel assembly rubs
against chassis during turns

Reinforcing the change to the TM, Aviation Maintenance Information Maintenance
(MIM), AGSE-21-MIM-02 clearly states that the front wheels are to be installed with
the shallow side of the rim against the hub, while the rear wheels are to be installed
with the deep side of the rim against the hub. If they aren’t installed this way, the deep
side of the rim will cause the front tires to rub against the chassis. Incorrect
installation could also lead to mounting failure, and you might lose control of the
vehicle.
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Install front wheels with deep side facing out
and the shallow side against hub

Front and rear wheels installed correctly

Remember, it’s shallow side IN for the FRONT wheels and shallow side OUT for the
REAR!
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CBRN

AN/PDR-75 Radiac Set: Turn-in and
Computer Indicator Updates
/ Published Aug. 2, 2022
BLUF: The AN/PDR-75 radiac set's computer indicator is now designated a
component and should be removed from the property book; also, turn in
excess AN/PDR-75s.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Ian Ferro

Supply clerks and property book officers (PBO), keep this info in mind when it comes
to the AN/PDR-75 radiac set, NSN 665-01-211-4217, LIN R30925.
Property Book Instructions for the Computer Indicator
The computer indicator, NSN 6665-01-044-3836, for the AN/PDR-75 radiac set was
previously classified as a weapon system; it’s been reclassified as a component and
no longer needs to be accounted for on the property book. Any unit with this item
must remove it from their property book.
Excess AN/PDR-75 Turn-In Guidance
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The AN/PDR-75A radiac set is currently being fielded to replace the AN/PDR-75.
Units with AN/PDR-75 radiac sets above their requirements objective (RO) need to
turn in the excess for replacement. The replacement radiac set, AN/PDR-75A, is
under the same LIN.
If your unit is above its RO, send the excess AN/PDR-75s to RIC BY6, Tobyhanna,
PA.
Units at or below their RO don’t need to turn in their AN/PDR-75s until they are issued
the AN/PDR-75A or joint personnel wrist dosimeter, NSN 6665-01-602-9991.
Questions? Contact TACOM’s radiac set equipment specialist, Dmitriy Shteynvil, at:

dmitriy.shteynvil.civ@army.mil
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Combat Vehicles

Tactical Vehicles: Shocking Truth
behind Defective Batteries
/ Published Aug. 3, 2022
BLUF: Many batteries returned to the Army supply system as unserviceable, aren't.
The reason is a general failure to follow established procedures and vehicle TMs.

Photo by Sgt. James Geelen

Warfighters, new batteries are often returned to the Army supply system as
unserviceable after only a few days or weeks. Did you know that very few of these
new batteries prove to be defective at all? As shocking as that sounds, it’s true!
This is a problem because it costs the Army money, slows down the supply process
and hampers mission readiness.
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Whenever servicing, inspecting or installing batteries, you’ll need to follow the
guidance in TM-9-6140-200-13 (May 11), TB 9-6140-252-13 (Jan 12) and the
appropriate vehicle TM. Failure to follow established procedures and vehicle TMs is
the main reason why new batteries are turned-in as unserviceable when they aren’t.
Here are two (2) things you must do before you install a new battery:
Make sure your new battery is fully charged before you install it. Use a
PulseTech® battery analyzer, which is included in the Standard
Automotive Tool Set (SATS), or other test equipment specific to your
vehicle or equipment to check the battery charge. Even though most dry
batteries are charged by the manufacturer, you’ll still need to charge them
about 30 minutes to bring them to a fully-charged state.
Clean the new battery, battery box, battery terminals and all connections.
Clean battery connections are critical for proper operations and voltage.
Corroded or dirty electrical connections can cause the battery terminals to
overheat. If nothing else, it’ll shorten the life of your battery.
New battery failure is more than likely caused by something other than a defective
battery. Take a look at some common causes for a new battery to fail or appear
defective:
Lack of driving or operating time for the vehicle. There’s a common
misconception that parking tactical vehicles in the motor pool and not
driving them keeps them in good working order. That’s wrong! There are
many items, like your tires and batteries, which must be used routinely to
remain in good working order.
Corroded, faulty or worn cable connections
Faulty voltage regulators, alternators and generators
Drive belts that are worn, slipping or need replacement
Incorrect electrolyte levels. If your vehicle has a lead-acid battery, check
the level indicator (next to the positive post). It should show green. If green
isn’t showing, notify maintenance. More than likely they’ll need to add
distilled water.
Another good source of info is TB 43-0213, Corrosion Prevention and Control (CPC)
for Army Ground Equipment (Mar 19). It’s on the TACOM Corrosion Prevention and
Control (CPC) website. Have your CAC handy and once you enter the website, the
TM is under Instructional Aids/Publications & Handouts. Click on CPC Publication &
Handouts.
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M1296 ICV-D Stryker: XM813 Cannon
Safety Pawl Limitations
/ Published Aug. 10, 2022

Photo by Maj. John Ambelang

Crewmen on the M1296 Infantry Carrier Vehicle – Dragoon (ICV-D) Stryker need to
be aware that there are two (2) situations where the operator may inadvertently fire
the XM813 due to a limitation of the weapon’s safety pawl.
It’s important to note that to date, there have been no accidental discharges or
injuries caused by an XM813 cannon due to these circumstances. But the issues with
the weapon’s safety pawl mean there’s a chance it could happen. Here’s what you
need to know:
The first limitation of the safety pawl involves the weapon stopping during the firing
cycle just before the fire position as indicated on the bolt position indicator.
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Bolt position indicator

The problem: When crewmen encounter the stoppage at this point of the firing
cycle, they are instructed to conduct immediate actions which include turning
the safety to the SAFE position. The operator may encounter resistance when
turning the safety lever and attempting to overcome the resistance may
inadvertently release the firing pin, causing the weapon to fire.
What to do:
Point the weapon in a safe direction. Remember, hot gun conditions
may apply.
Turn the ARM switch to the OFF position.
Turn off the power to the turret
Using a multi-purpose wrench or hand crank, cycle the weapon
backward from FIRE to RAM, as indicated on the bolt position
indicator, until the safety lever can be rotated to SAFE without
resistance.
Troubleshoot using TM 9-2355-459-10-1 (Jun 18, w/Ch 1, Jun 21)
and TM 9-2355-459-10-2 (Jun 18, w/Ch 1, Jun 21).
The second limitation of the safety pawl is when the operator inadvertently cycles a
live round into the weapon while it’s in the SAFE position and the bolt stops in the
CLOSED-BOLT SEAR position as shown on the bolt position indicator.
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The problem: At this point, the firing pin will be retained rearward by the safety
pawl. When the safety lever is then moved to the FIRE position, vibrations or
shock load might be enough to overcome the holding force between the safety
pawl and firing pin, resulting in an inadvertent weapon discharge.
What to do:
Keep the weapon pointed in a safe direction. Remember, hot gun
conditions may apply.
Verify the ARM switch is in the OFF position.
Perform either step 1a OR 1b, depending on the situation. Just be
aware that that performing step 1a will result in a live round being
ejected.
Step 1a (live fire): Rotate the safety lever to the FIRE position
and fire the next round immediately.
or
Step 1b (clearing weapon of ammo): Leave the safety in the
SAFE position and follow download and clearing procedures in
the -10 TMs.

Get more information about immediate actions in TM 9-2355-459-10-1 (Jun 18, w/Ch
1, Jun 21) and TM 9-2355-459-10-2 (Jun 18, w/Ch 1, Jun 21).
Check out TACOM Ground Safety Action Message 22-013 HERE for more info.
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M2A4/M7A4 Bradley: Turret Battery
Maintenance Info
/ Published Aug. 12, 2022
BLUF: Maintenance instructions for the 4HN 24V flooded, lead-acid turret battery are
being added to the TMs. Until then, operators need to do regular PMCS on their
vehicle's batteries.

Photo by Spc. Michael Udejiofor

Maintenance instructions have not yet been added to the M2A4 and M7A4 BFIST
Bradley TMs for the 4HN 24V flooded, lead-acid turret battery, NSN 6140-01-3901968.
Until they are, here’s some info that crewmen and maintainers need to know:
Operators should check the turret battery voltage as part of weekly PMCS.
Operators should turn off the turret battery unit during vehicle operation if
there’s a rotten egg odor in the turret compartment. That odor could
indicate that a battery is overheating or leaking.
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Maintainers should service turret batteries as necessary, as well as check
the condition of new batteries before releasing them to the field.
Detailed instructions for performing all of the above tasks are in the Turret Battery
Unit Support Screening Procedure, which is attached to TACOM Maintenance
Information Message 22-039 HERE.
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M2/M3 Bradley: Basic Maintenance
Keeps Your Mission on Track
/ Published Aug. 23, 2022
BLUF: Regularly checking batteries and oil levels are simple tasks that can pay big
dividends when it comes to combat readiness.

Photo by Thomas Alvarez

Crewmen, even when you’re pressed for time, doing basic maintenance on your
M2/M3 Bradley will save you time in the long run. Not to mention it will help you avoid
a lot of headaches due to your vehicle being out of action. Here are a couple things
that crews sometimes overlook:
Batteries
One of the biggest pitfalls for Bradley crewmen is failing to take care of their vehicle’s
batteries. They should be charged and ready at all times. Dead or damaged batteries
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have stopped many a mission in its tracks. Here’s how to keep that from happening:

Move the Bradley’s MASTER POWER switch to OFF after shutting down
the engine. Not doing so is a costly mistake that can kill the batteries.

Avoid battery drain by following the engine shutdown procedures in TM 92350-411-10 (May 18) for the M2A2 Bradley and TM 9-2350-438-10 (Nov
19) for the M2A3 Bradley. And don’t forget you can damage the electrical
system if you turn off the MASTER POWER switch while the engine’s still
running.

Secure the battery box covers by bolting them down. Don’t keep the
covers loose. While that makes it faster and easier to get to the batteries,
loose battery box covers tend to bounce around during operations. And if
one of the covers comes into contact with a battery terminal, the batteries
can short out. That’ll leave you and your Bradley stranded. So bolt those
covers down. Leaving them loose isn’t worth the time it saves.
Check Oil Levels
Checking oil levels is important because a low reading is often the first sign that a
vehicle has a serious oil leak. You definitely need to know if your vehicle has a Class
III oil leak or if oil levels are below the ADD mark.
It’s actually quick and easy to check the various oil levels. All you have to do is follow
the PMCS tables in your Bradley’s -10 TM .
If you see the engine, transmission, final drives or right-angle fan drive needs oil, add
some just like the -10 TM says. And if the oil level is above the FULL mark on the
dipstick, or the oil looks milky or bubbly, tell your mechanic right away.
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Construction

Tactical Vehicles: Shocking Truth
behind Defective Batteries
/ Published Aug. 3, 2022
BLUF: Many batteries returned to the Army supply system as unserviceable, aren't.
The reason is a general failure to follow established procedures and vehicle TMs.

Photo by Sgt. James Geelen

Warfighters, new batteries are often returned to the Army supply system as
unserviceable after only a few days or weeks. Did you know that very few of these
new batteries prove to be defective at all? As shocking as that sounds, it’s true!
This is a problem because it costs the Army money, slows down the supply process
and hampers mission readiness.
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Whenever servicing, inspecting or installing batteries, you’ll need to follow the
guidance in TM-9-6140-200-13 (May 11), TB 9-6140-252-13 (Jan 12) and the
appropriate vehicle TM. Failure to follow established procedures and vehicle TMs is
the main reason why new batteries are turned-in as unserviceable when they aren’t.
Here are two (2) things you must do before you install a new battery:
Make sure your new battery is fully charged before you install it. Use a
PulseTech® battery analyzer, which is included in the Standard
Automotive Tool Set (SATS), or other test equipment specific to your
vehicle or equipment to check the battery charge. Even though most dry
batteries are charged by the manufacturer, you’ll still need to charge them
about 30 minutes to bring them to a fully-charged state.
Clean the new battery, battery box, battery terminals and all connections.
Clean battery connections are critical for proper operations and voltage.
Corroded or dirty electrical connections can cause the battery terminals to
overheat. If nothing else, it’ll shorten the life of your battery.
New battery failure is more than likely caused by something other than a defective
battery. Take a look at some common causes for a new battery to fail or appear
defective:
Lack of driving or operating time for the vehicle. There’s a common
misconception that parking tactical vehicles in the motor pool and not
driving them keeps them in good working order. That’s wrong! There are
many items, like your tires and batteries, which must be used routinely to
remain in good working order.
Corroded, faulty or worn cable connections
Faulty voltage regulators, alternators and generators
Drive belts that are worn, slipping or need replacement
Incorrect electrolyte levels. If your vehicle has a lead-acid battery, check
the level indicator (next to the positive post). It should show green. If green
isn’t showing, notify maintenance. More than likely they’ll need to add
distilled water.
Another good source of info is TB 43-0213, Corrosion Prevention and Control (CPC)
for Army Ground Equipment (Mar 19). It’s on the TACOM Corrosion Prevention and
Control (CPC) website. Have your CAC handy and once you enter the website, the
TM is under Instructional Aids/Publications & Handouts. Click on CPC Publication &
Handouts.
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Commo/Electronics

Antennas: Covering Up the AS3900/A/VRC SINCGARS
/ Published Aug. 10, 2022
BLUF: The protective dust cover for the AS-3900A/VRC SINCGARS antenna base
can be ordered with NSN 5340-01-316-0883.

Photo by Sgt. Jacob Dunlap

Dear Half-Mast,
I'm looking for the NSN for the protective dust cover for the AS-3900A/VRC
SINCGARS antenna base (antenna subassembly—insulator/adapter), NSN 5985-01353-8696, PN A3017902-2. I'm pretty sure it’s a Class IX item, but I’ve been
unsuccessful in locating a good NSN. Would you assist me in finding one?
Mr. E.J.
Dear Sir,
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We’ve got you covered. Order the protective cap with NSN 5340-01-316-0883, PN
A3013158-2. I checked stock availability for this NSN in FedMall. There are plenty of
the caps in stock.

Protective dust cap for AS-3900A antenna base

If you're looking for the protective dust cover on top of the AS-3900A/VRC
SINCGARS antenna, NSN 5985-01-308-8988, order the protective cap with NSN
5999-01-313-0458, PN A3018207-2. There are several hundred in stock based on
the information in FedMall.
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Communications: Where to Return
Excess Loudspeaker Control Units
/ Published Aug. 10, 2022
BLUF: Excess LS-671/VRC SINCGARS loudspeakers should be turned in to two
depots; the place depends on condition code.

Photo courtesy of Radionerds.com

Dear Connie,
I remember reading that there’s a shortage of LS-671/VRC SINCGARS loudspeakers,
NSN 5965-01-222-1420. I’m in the Army maintenance community and sometimes find
units with excess LS-671/VRCs. The majority are Condition Code A, as most of the
speakers are from uninstalled radio installations due to vehicle turn-ins over the
years.
Is there a place to send the excess?
SFC K.J.
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Dear Sergeant,
Yes! Excess inventory can be sent to the following addresses, depending on the
condition code:

Send serviceable (Condition A) units to:
W1A8 DLA DISTRIBUTION
DDSP NEW CUMBERLAND FACILITY
2001 NORMANDY DRIVE DOOR 113 TO 134
NEW CUMBERLAND PA 17070-5002

Send unserviceable units to:
W1A8 DLA DIST-TOBYHANNA
GIBBS AND FIFTH STREETS
WAREHOUSE 6 BAY 4
TOBYHANNA PA 18466-5059

Connie
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Generators: Associated TMs Give More
Info
/ Published Aug. 18, 2022
BLUF: A reader explains that associated diesel engine TMs give the NSNs for
generator oil filters.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Mary Katzenberger

Dear Editor,
TM 9-6115-641-24P (Nov 12) for the MEP-802A and MEP-812A generator sets, and
TM 9-6115-642-24P (Oct 96) for the MEP-803A and MEP813A generator sets don’t
list NSNs or part numbers for engine oil filters. Maintainers need to reference the
associated diesel engine TMs for those generator sets to locate the oil filter NSNs. It
occurred to me that there are probably some maintainers who are not aware of
associated TMs.
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The associated TM numbers for these generator sets can be found in the Introduction
Section under Special Information in the -24P TMs mentioned above. Specifically,
Soldiers should see WP 0001-8 in TM 9-6115-641-24P or Page 6 in TM 9-6115-64224P.
Deryl Gensler
Ft Lee, VA
Editor’s note: We bet that's generated some interest. Thanks for sharing this
valuable tip, Mr. Gensler.
Note that the MEP-802A, MEP-812A, MEP-803A and MEP813A generator sets can
use the same oil filter. The updated oil filter is NSN 2940-01-154-5127, which
replaces 2940-01-361-5161. One important thing to remember is that oil filters
sometimes change for engines, as these items are DLA-managed and vendors may
no longer produce certain filters. In many cases, however, FED LOG or i2Log gives
an updated NSN whenever an NSN becomes obsolete.
Also, in many cases, Tactical Quiet Generators (TQGs) are being replaced by
Advanced Medium Mobile Power Source (AMMPS) generators, but we recognize that
some units may have older equipment they need to maintain.
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Radio Test Sets: Lithium Batteries Not
Always Best
/ Published Aug. 19, 2022
BLUF: Using lithium batteries can damage the AN/PRM-36 radio test set.

Courtesy photo

This article initially appeared in PS 799, p. 51 (Jun 19).
Dear Half-Mast,
On Page 47 of PS 764 (Jul 16), you had an article about allowable battery types for
the AN/PRM-36 radio test set, NSN 6625-01-581-8105. You warned against using
lithium batteries. Does this mean lithium rechargeable batteries, non-rechargeable or
both? What’s the reason?
Mr. W.C.
Dear Sir,
We sing the praises of lithium batteries a lot. But there are exceptions. The AN/PRM36 radio test set is one of them.
The warning applies to both rechargeable and non-rechargeable lithium batteries.

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=3133472

1/2

The reason is that AA cell lithium batteries come in various voltages up to 3.7V, but
the AN/PRM-36 radio test set is designed for an AA cell battery with a 2.0 volt
maximum.
Battery cautions and replacement instructions are covered in WP 0021* of TM 96625-1697-10** (Nov 13, w/Ch 1, Jun 14).

Notes: *The WP states that three AA batteries are required to operate the test set.
The set comes with three rechargeable high capacity AA nickel metal hydride
batteries. Alkaline batteries also work. Nickel cadmium batteries can also be used,
but aren’t recommended since they require HAZMAT disposal. Caution: Using the
wrong batteries can damage the test set.
**The TM link has changed from the original article. Download the TM from the
Logistics Data Analysis Center’s ETM/IETM section HERE.
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Logistics Management

Log/Maint Management: 2022 Logistics
Excellence Award Winners
/ Published Aug. 10, 2022

Courtesy Army G-4

Congratulations to the winners and runners-up of 2022’s Chief of Staff of the Army
Combined Logistics Excellence Awards (CLEA)! The CLEA consist of the Army
Award for Maintenance Excellence (AAME), Deployment Excellence Award (DEA)
and Supply Excellence Award (SEA), as well as the best of the best for each award.

Army Award for Maintenance Excellence Winners and
Runners-Up
ACTIVE ARMY
Modified Table of Organization and Equipment (MTOE)
MTOE Small Category
Winner: Maintenance Company, Group Support Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group
(Airborne), Eglin Air Force Base, FL, (USASOC)
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Runner Up: Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 207th Military Intelligence
Brigade (Theater), Longare, Italy (INSCOM)
MTOE Medium Category
Winner: Echo Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment, Camp
Carroll, Korea (USARPAC)
Runner Up: 1st Inland Cargo Transfer Company, 39th Transportation Battalion,
Rhine Ordnance Barracks, Germany (USAREUR-AF)
MTOE Large Category
Winner: 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, Sagami General Depot, Japan
(USARPAC)
Runner Up: 503rd Military Police Battalion, 16th Military Police Brigade, Fort Bragg,
NC (FORSCOM)
Tables of Distribution and Allowances (TDA) Category
Winner: Army Field Support Battalion-Korea, Camp Humphreys, Korea (AMC)
Runner Up: Army Field Support Battalion-Carson, Installation Maintenance Division,
Fort Carson, CO (AMC)
All Others Category
Winner: 7th Korean Service Corps Company, Korean Service Corps Battalion, Camp
Casey, Korea (USARPAC)
Runner Up: Tank-Automotive and Armaments Command-Fleet Management
Expansion, Fort Lee, VA (AMC)
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD (ARNG)
MTOE Medium Category
Winner: 829th Engineer Vertical Construction Company, 724th Engineer Battalion
Spooner, WI (ARNG)
TDA Category
Winner: Combined Support Maintenance Shop C, Rochester, NY (ARNG)
Runner Up: Field Maintenance Shop 13, Binghamton, NY (ARNG)
ARMY RESERVE (USAR)
MTOE Small Category
Winner: Forward Support Company, 397th Engineer Battalion, Marina, CA (USARC)
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MTOE Medium Category
Winner: 409th Engineer Company (Engineer Vertical Construction Company), 244th
Engineer Battalion, Windsor, CO (USARC)
TDA Category
Winner: Regional Training Site Maintenance, Fort Indiantown Gap, PA (USARC)
Aviation Category
Winner: 2nd Battalion (Assault), 2nd Aviation Regiment, 2nd Combat Aviation
Brigade, K16 Airbase, Korea (USARPAC)
Runner Up: Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Fort Campbell, KY (USASOC)
Depot Category
Winner: Sierra Army Depot, Herlong, CA (AMC)
Runner Up: Tobyhanna Army Depot, Tobyhanna, PA (AMC)

Deployment Excellence Award (DEA) Winners and RunnersUp
ACTIVE ARMY Deployment Unit Category
Small Category
Winner: 635th Movement Control Team, Kaiserslautern, Germany (USAREUR-AF)
Runner Up: Nuclear Disablement Team, 20th Chemical, Biological, Radiological,
Nuclear, Explosives Command, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD (FORSCOM)
Large Category
Winner: 39th Movement Control Battalion, Kaiserslautern, Germany (USAREUR-AF)
Runner Up: 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, CO
(FORSCOM)
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD Deployment Category
Small Category
Winner: Headquarters, Headquarters Company, 2nd of the 34th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, Boone, IA (ARNG)
Large Category
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Winner: 1st Combined Arms Battalion, 194th Armored Regiment, Brainard, MN
(ARNG)
Operational Deployment Category
Winner: 25th Division Sustainment Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield
Barracks, HI (USARPAC)

Supply Excellence Award (SEA) Winners and Runners-Up
ACTIVE ARMY
Level I (B) Unit Supply TDA
Winner: Wheel Maintenance Training Department (WMTD), Fort Lee, VA (TRADOC)
Level II (A) Property Book Operations MTOE
Winner: HHC, 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne), Eglin Air Force Base, FL
(USASOC)
Level II (B) Property Book Operations TDA
Winner: 7th Army Training Command, Grafenwoehr, Germany (USAREUR-AF)
Level III (B) Brigade/Battalion DA
Winner: 16th Ordnance Battalion, Fort Lee, VA (TRADOC)
Level IV (A) Supply Support Activity MTOE
Winner: Alpha Company, 602nd Aviation Support Battalion, 2nd CAB, Camp
Humphreys, Korea (USARPAC)
Runner Up: Echo Company, 5th Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery, Baumholder,
Germany (USAREUR-AF)
Honorable Mention: Alpha Company, 307th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st BCT,
82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, NC (FORSCOM)
Level IV (B) Supply Support Activity TDA
Winner: Supply Point #60, 498th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, Camp
Carroll, Korea (USARPAC)
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
Level I (A) Unit Supply MTOE
Winner: Forward Support Company (FSC), 133rd Engineer Battalion, Brunswick, ME
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(ARNG)
Runner Up: HHD, 33rd Military Police Battalion, Manchester Park, IL (ARNG)
Level I (B) Unit Supply TDA
Winner: 209th Regiment - Regional Training Institute (RTI), Camp Ashland, NE
(ARNG)
Level III (A) Brigade/Battalion MTOE
Winner: Headquarters, 2nd Squadron 106th Cavalry Regiment, Kewanee, IL (ARNG)
Runner Up: 334th Brigade Support Battalion, Cedar Rapids, IA (ARNG)
ARMY RESERVE
Level I (A) Unit Supply MTOE
Winner: 409th Engineer Vertical Construction Company, Windsor, CO (USARC)

Best of the Best Award Winners
AAME
Chief of Ordnance Best of the Best Maintenance Award Winner:
Maintenance Company, Group Support Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group
(Airborne), Eglin Air Force Base, FL, (USASOC)
DEA
Best of the Best Deployment Excellence Award Winner:
635th Movement Control Team, Kaiserslautern, Germany (USAREUR-AF)
SEA
Quartermaster General Best of the Best Supply Excellence Award Winner:
409th Engineer Vertical Construction Company, Windsor, CO (USARC)
Once again, congratulations to all of the units recognized this year!
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Maintenance Management: Read IETMs
with IADS
/ Published Aug. 24, 2022
BLUF: IADS is available to view IETMs without the MSD and the program doesn’t
require administrator rights to install.

Courtesy Photo

Viewing interactive electronic technical manuals (IETMs) can be a challenge for
Soldiers and Department of the Army civilians, especially maintenance leaders at the
brigade and above levels, particularly if they have to rely on maintenance support
devices (MSDs). An effort undertaken by the US Army Combined Arms Support
Command, US Army Network Enterprise Technology Command, US Army Aviation
and Missile Command and the US Army Materiel Command is helping make the
process easier.
There are currently two ways to view IETMs: wheel/track fleets use the Electronic
Maintenance System – Next Generation (EMS-NG) viewer and aviation/missile fleets
use the Interactive Authoring and Display Software (IADS). The IADS viewer is now
available for download to government desktop or laptop computers, allowing CAC
holders to view IETMs to verify repair parts, troubleshooting procedures and
maintenance steps without the need for an MSD.
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To download and install IADS:
Make sure your government computer is connected to the local
government network.
Type Software Center in your computer’s search bar.
Once the Software Center opens, locate IADS and click the icon to install
the program.
After IADS is installed, go to the Army Enterprise Portal (AESIP) to download IETMs
that work with IADS. Click HERE to access AESIP.
Currently, 66 IETMs use the IADS viewer, but the Army plans to convert all IETMs to
IADS by the end of fiscal year 2023.

Screenshot of IADS in action

Have questions about IADS? Email the help desk:
usarmy.redstone.amcom.mbx.immc-pub-iads-support@army.mil
Need help with IETMs? Send an email to:
usarmy.redstone.ldac.mbx.logetm@army.mil
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Log/Maint Management: AdvM DR and
JAMMEX Integration
/ Published Aug. 31, 2022
BLUF: AdvM DR integration with JAMMEX allows users across the DoD to share
advanced manufacturing (AM) datasets.

Photo by Spc. Adeline Witherspoon

US Army Materiel Command (AMC) Advanced Manufacturing Data Repository (AdvM
DR) is integrating with the Defense Logistics Agency’s (DLA’s) Joint Additive
Manufacturing Model Exchange (JAMMEX) system. JAMMEX is the DoD’s central
hub for sharing AM datasets, such as 3D print files and CAD models.
Since AdvM DR deployed in 2021 (see The Future is Now: AMC Implements
Additive Manufacturing Digital Thread), users across the Army can search for and
download approved AM datasets, request evaluations for new dataset candidates and
request assistance with AM production.
Once JAMMEX is live, it will allow the Army and other DoD services to share AM
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datasets through AdvM DR without separate JAMMEX accounts. Soldiers can access
the AdvM DR through GCSS-Army’s link to the Logistics Modernization Program
(LMP). Other authorized users, such as Life Cycle Management Commands (LCMCs)
or project managers, can go directly to LMP for AdvM DR access.
Need AdvM DR access? Coordinate with your local GCSS-Army access
administrator, LMP user account manager or chain of command for requirements and
assistance.
AdvM DR training courses are available in Enable Now and include job aids and other
helpful documents. Click HERE for the training courses.
Need LMP technical assistance? Call the service desk at (886)-757-9771. Or send an
email to:
usarmy.apg.sec.mbx.army-erp-helpdesk@army.mil
For assistance with GCSS-Army call (866)-757-9771. Or, with your CAC, go to:
https://service.peoeis.army.mil/gcssa
General requests for assistance not associated with access or technical issues may
be directed to the AdvM DR Team Mailbox:
usarmy.redstone.usamc.mbx.hqamc-am-team@army.mil
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Small Arms

Small Arms: Deployment and PreEmbarkation Checks
/ Published Aug. 2, 2022
BLUF: Pre-embarkation checks on unit weapons are only good for 90 days.

Photo by Kevin Fleming

Dear Half-Mast,
My unit is getting ready to deploy. We’ve been researching technical bulletins,
manuals and Army regulations to find out how long pre-embarkation checks are good
for. We didn’t find the answer.
Can you assist?
SSG S.E.
Dear Sergeant S.E.,
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Sure! Here’s what the Small Arms Team at TACOM has to say. The time frame for
pre-embarkation checks isn’t spelled out in writing, but the pre-embarkation checks
are only good for 90 days. Any longer will require another inspection because the
quarterly inspections outlined in the weapon TMs will be overdue after 90 days.
Also, take your unit’s firing schedule into consideration before conducting the preembarkation checks. If your unit is inside the 90-day deployment window and still has
an extensive firing schedule, you should wait to do pre-embarkation checks after the
firing range events are done. This will prevent excessive wear to weapon parts.
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M26 Shotgun: Hollow Pin Screws Can
Be Reused
/ Published Aug. 9, 2022
BLUF: If done correctly, the hollow pin and hollow pin screw can be re-used when
installing the hammer assembly and safety mechanism on the M26 shotgun.

Photo by Spc. Zachary Johnson

When installing the hammer assembly and safety mechanism on the M26 shotgun,
WP 0014-7 of TM 9-1005-341-23&P (Mar 11 w/Ch1 Mar 12) says to install a new
hollow pin and hollow pin screw if the safety mechanism was removed.
TACOM says it’s possible to reuse the hollow pin and hollow pin screw. Here’s how:
Carefully remove the hollow pin and the hollow pin screw from the trigger
housing assembly.
Make sure they’re clean and the threads aren’t damaged.
Apply thread locking compound Blue 2420, NSN 8030-01-620-3313, or its equivalent
(Permatex® 9978), to the threads and install using steps 8 through 13 of WP 0014-7
in TM 9-1005-341-23&P (Mar 11 w/Ch1 Mar 12).
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MK19 Machine Gun: Spring
Measurement No Longer Needed
/ Published Aug. 30, 2022
BLUF: The MK19 shuttle spring and sear spring no longer need to be measured.

Photo by Capt. Adan Cazarez

TM 9-1010-230-23&P (Aug 12) tells you to measure the shuttle spring using a caliper
and gives critical dimensions. The spring measurement table is no longer used
because too many springs were being replaced due to length even though they were
fully functional. That’s why this table has been removed from the TM and is no longer
available.
Also, the sear spring measurement will be removed from TM 9-1010-230-23&P (Aug
12). Continue to inspect the condition of the MK19 springs using the TM’s guidance,
but no measurements are required.
The upcoming TM revision will remove all remaining spring measurement length
references.
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Soldier Support

Publications: TACOM’s Cooked up an
Updated MBU TM
/ Published Aug. 2, 2022
BLUF: With your CAC in hand, you can now download the multi-fuel modular burner
unit’s updated 23&P TM.

The multi-fuel modular burner unit (MBU), NSN 7310-01-673-1755, is a liquid fuelfired heat source designed for multiple uses in a variety of devices.
The newly released TM 10-7310-283-23&P (Jun 22) is an operator and field
maintenance TM, including repair parts and special tools list (RPSTL), for the MBU.
Grab your CAC and download the TM HERE.
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Clothing: ACU by Any Other Name Still
Needs Care
/ Published Aug. 5, 2022
BLUF: The ACU comes in different patterns but remains the ACU. And like all
clothing items, it requires care.
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Courtesy Photo Defense Logistics Agency

The Army Combat Uniform (ACU) defines the uniform, not a particular camouflage
pattern. While the Army has transitioned from the Universal Camouflage Pattern
(UCP) to Operation Enduring Freedom-Camouflage Pattern (OEF-CP) to the
Operational Camouflage Pattern (OCP), regardless of the pattern, the uniform is still
known as the ACU.
Speaking of the ACU, make sure you care for your uniforms like any other piece of
combat gear. See our article on ACU and gear cleaning HERE.
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SMA Sends: Attacking Inflation and
Building Financial Readiness
/ Published Aug. 16, 2022
BLUF: SMA Grinston provides a list of programs and services available to Soldiers,
families and leaders to attack inflation and build financial readiness.

Courtesy Photo Fort Campbell Public Affairs Office

With inflation affecting everything from gas prices to groceries to rent, some Soldiers
and their families are finding it harder to get by on the budgets they’ve set and used
before. Soldiers of all ranks can seek guidance, assistance, and advice through the
Army’s Financial Readiness Program (FRP).
The FRP offers a number of online resources, as well as free, credentialed personal
financial counselors, to help Soldiers understand the financial landscape and to take
ownership of their own personal financial management. Unfortunately, many Soldiers
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are not aware of these resources.
Soldiers and Families who know about and take advantage of these resources put
themselves on a path toward a lifetime of solid financial health. Via online tools,
phone calls with personal financial counselors and visits to the local installation Army
Community Service Center, help is just a click, call or a walk away, and there's no
time like the present to get started.
Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the programs and services available
to you and your fellow Soldiers.
-16th SMAFINANCIAL FRONTLINE
(https://financialfrontline.org)
Built as one-stop shop, this online resource features calculators to figure out the cost
of PCS moves and other expenses; educational videos on how to manage debt,
spending and large purchases such as cars; a financial self-assessment tool; income
tax resources, including links to free military tax consultants and software; and
information on how Soldiers can find no-cost financial counselors and counseling
services. It also includes helpful brochures on how to get the most out of the GI Bills,
and how to lower credit card and other interest rates through the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act.
MILESTONE TRAINING:
Soldiers are required to undergo financial literacy training at personal and
professional milestones in their lives and careers. At financialfrontline.org, Soldiers
can find checklists, handouts and videos to help get their finances in order before
experiencing 10 of the most important milestones: pre-deployment, post-deployment,
PCSing, marriage, divorce (if applicable), vesting in the TSP, promotion, having the
first child, continuation pay, enrollment in the Exceptional Family Member Program,
and a disabling sickness or condition (if applicable). Each resource provides an easyto-follow list of all of the things a Soldier should do before approaching these life
events, and standardized curriculums, products and course completion certificates
are available through distributed learning, face-to-face instruction and/or group
training. Additionally, standardized instruction occurs at specified institutional training
and professional military education courses. Upon completion of the mandatory
training, verification should be entered into the Digital Training Management System
with the assigned task identification codes. See your unit training manager for more
information.
FIND A PERSONAL FINANCIAL COUNSELOR
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(https://finred.usalearning.gov/pfcMap)
All active-duty, National Guard and Reserve Soldiers – and their family members and
survivors – are eligible to receive no-cost, confidential financial counseling services,
and this website allows them to find one. Simply click on your state and a list of
counselors, who are available for in-person or virtual meetings, will appear. In
addition, Soldiers can talk to financial counselors through
https://www.militaryonesource.mil, and counselors are also available at local
installation Financial Readiness offices within Army Community Service or Family
Support Centers.
MILSPOUSE MONEY MISSION
(https://milspousemoneymission.org)
This website explains in "spouse language" the aforementioned milestones and their
financial considerations, and it offers a list of things that spouses should do. For
example, after the birth of a child, the spouse should update legal documents, check
their Soldier's leave and earnings statement to make sure it is updated and correct,
apply for a social security number for the child, and enroll the child in the Defense
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System. Similar lists for PCS moves, deployments and
other milestones will make life easier and finances more manageable. There's even a
MilKids section to help raise financially fit kids, which includes teaching them good
values and habits, tips on saving money and how to improve their communication
skills.
SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT
(https://finred.usalearning.gov/assets/downloads/USAF-Service-Members-CivilRelief-Act-Handout-2019.pdf)
On day one of joining the Army, Soldiers are granted legal protections that many
people do not know about. For example, Soldiers can request a 6% interest rate cap
on any debts incurred prior to military service (credit cards, loans, mortgages, etc.) for
the duration of their military obligation and one year thereafter for mortgages. This
applies to individual debts of the Soldier as well as those incurred jointly with his or
her spouse. Other protections include the ability to cancel cellphone contracts without
being charged an early termination fee if deploying or moving overseas, and the
ability to terminate rental or automobile leases if one is going on active duty, PCSing
or deploying. Soldiers are also protected from being evicted from housing if their
duties affect their ability to pay rent, and they may also be protected against
foreclosures of their homes. Soldiers are encouraged to ask their installation financial
counselors about these and other protections, which include free legal services.
PUBLIC SERVICE LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAM
(https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service)
If you join the military and have a government student loan, the U.S. government will
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pay it off in 10 years through the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program. To see if
you qualify, use the PSLF Self-Help Tool at https://studentaid.gov/pslf.
ZERO INTEREST LOANS
(https://www.armyemergencyrelief.org)
Army Emergency Relief is a nonprofit organization that provides financial assistance
to distressed Soldiers and families through grants, interest-free loans and
scholarships. The assistance can be used to cover costs related to food, emergency
or PCS travel, natural disasters, rent or mortgage problems, temporary lodging,
utilities, funerals, home repairs and much, much more. Soldiers on active duty, Army
Reserve and National Guard Soldiers activated on Title 10 orders for more than 30
days, and qualified dependents are eligible.
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
(https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/361)
SNAP is a U.S. government program that provides benefits to eligible low-income
individuals and families via an electronic benefits transfer card that can be used like a
debit card to purchase eligible food in authorized retail food stores. Service members
and their families may be eligible. To determine qualification, visit
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/state-directory or call the SNAP information line at
800-221-5689.
MILITARY LEADERS ECONOMIC SECURITY TOOLKIT
(https://www.militaryonesource.mil/leaders-service-providers/economicsecurity)
This toolkit helps leaders and service providers support the economic security of
service members by providing information on housing availability, food insecurity,
PCS moves, and financial well-being.
ARMY VANTAGE
(https://vantage.army.mil)
Starting in late summer of 2022, the Army Vantage Data Analytics Platform will offer
leaders a tool to track the progress of their Soldiers regarding their financial education
requirements. After logging in, leaders will be able to pull data on their Soldiers'
milestones and see how many have completed their training. For example, if a unit is
getting ready to deploy, the leader will see how many have actually completed their
training and checklists. Those who have not can be advised to get started and to
learn about the financial counseling opportunities available to them. Leaders should
ensure they have access to the Vantage platform; requests can be made on the
website.
* From SMA Email, dated 8/15/2022

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=3129204

4/4

Fuels: FTL Gives Above-Ground Tank
Guidance
/ Published Aug. 29, 2022
BLUF: Fuels Technical Letter 22-03 covers Self-Contained Above Ground Tanks
accountability and quality surveillance.

Courtesy photo

Fuels Technical Letter (FTL) 22-03, Technical Guidance for Self-Contained Above
Ground Tanks (SCATs) (Aug 22), has been released.
SCATs are used by Army personnel around the globe, often in harsh locations.
However, there’s some confusion about SCAT regulations and procedures. FTL 22-03
clarifies issues and adds references, instructions and details. Accountability and
quality surveillance are covered in this letter.
You can find it, along with other FTLs, on the Army Petroleum website HERE.
Two examples from FTL 22-03 are shown below:
Accountability

When proper meter calibration is not possible, you must perform validation
every six (6) months.
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Quality Surveillance
Quality surveillance should be performed on the fuel contained within the
SCAT tank and on the fuel issuing equipment in the same fashion as every
other fuel storage equipment per FTL 22-01. Find this FTL and others at
the URL given above.
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Tactical Vehicles

HMMWV: Lug Nut and Stud Basics
/ Published Aug. 3, 2022
BLUF: If you can't easily hand tighten a lug nut to the stud, then either the lug nut or
the stud is probably bad. Here are steps to perform the task correctly.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Zachariah Lopez

Soldiers, IETM 9-2320-387-13&P (Mar 21) tells you to hand tighten lugs nuts before
you reach for that impact wrench when you’re installing a wheel onto the geared hub
of your HMMWV. That’s because if you cannot easily hand tighten a lug nut to the
stud, then either the lug nut or the stud is probably bad.
Once you have the wheel off the vehicle, make sure studs and nuts are properly
cleaned and inspected before you attempt to hand tighten the lug nuts to the studs.
Clean and Inspect Lug Nuts and Studs
Do the following as you clean and inspect lug nuts and studs:
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Use a wire bush to remove debris and paint from studs. Then clean the
studs with soapy water and allow them to dry completely.
Visually check for studs that are cracked, broken, rusted, pitted, bent or
loose. Also look for stud threads that are worn. Replace all worn or
damaged studs.

Check stud threads for damage

Clean the lug nuts in soapy water and allow them to dry completely.
Visually check for lug nuts that are cracked, rusted or have worn threads.
Replace all worn or damaged lug nuts.
Don’t add anti-seize compound to the studs or lug nuts.
Hand Tightening Lug Nuts
Once you’ve inspected and cleaned the studs and lug nuts, place the wheel back on
the gear hub.
Lug nuts have to be hand-tightened gradually and in the proper sequence to avoid
bending or breaking the studs. Follow the sequence shown below.
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Tighten and torque lug nuts using this pattern

Once all the lug nuts are hand-tightened, you can tighten the lug nuts to 90-110 lb-ft
of torque. As always, be sure to follow the guidance in the appropriate TM for your
vehicle when conducting maintenance.
Related tire article: HMMWV: New Winter Tire Assembly
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Tactical Vehicles: Shocking Truth
behind Defective Batteries
/ Published Aug. 3, 2022
BLUF: Many batteries returned to the Army supply system as unserviceable, aren't.
The reason is a general failure to follow established procedures and vehicle TMs.

Photo by Sgt. James Geelen

Warfighters, new batteries are often returned to the Army supply system as
unserviceable after only a few days or weeks. Did you know that very few of these
new batteries prove to be defective at all? As shocking as that sounds, it’s true!
This is a problem because it costs the Army money, slows down the supply process
and hampers mission readiness.
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Whenever servicing, inspecting or installing batteries, you’ll need to follow the
guidance in TM-9-6140-200-13 (May 11), TB 9-6140-252-13 (Jan 12) and the
appropriate vehicle TM. Failure to follow established procedures and vehicle TMs is
the main reason why new batteries are turned-in as unserviceable when they aren’t.
Here are two (2) things you must do before you install a new battery:
Make sure your new battery is fully charged before you install it. Use a
PulseTech® battery analyzer, which is included in the Standard
Automotive Tool Set (SATS), or other test equipment specific to your
vehicle or equipment to check the battery charge. Even though most dry
batteries are charged by the manufacturer, you’ll still need to charge them
about 30 minutes to bring them to a fully-charged state.
Clean the new battery, battery box, battery terminals and all connections.
Clean battery connections are critical for proper operations and voltage.
Corroded or dirty electrical connections can cause the battery terminals to
overheat. If nothing else, it’ll shorten the life of your battery.
New battery failure is more than likely caused by something other than a defective
battery. Take a look at some common causes for a new battery to fail or appear
defective:
Lack of driving or operating time for the vehicle. There’s a common
misconception that parking tactical vehicles in the motor pool and not
driving them keeps them in good working order. That’s wrong! There are
many items, like your tires and batteries, which must be used routinely to
remain in good working order.
Corroded, faulty or worn cable connections
Faulty voltage regulators, alternators and generators
Drive belts that are worn, slipping or need replacement
Incorrect electrolyte levels. If your vehicle has a lead-acid battery, check
the level indicator (next to the positive post). It should show green. If green
isn’t showing, notify maintenance. More than likely they’ll need to add
distilled water.
Another good source of info is TB 43-0213, Corrosion Prevention and Control (CPC)
for Army Ground Equipment (Mar 19). It’s on the TACOM Corrosion Prevention and
Control (CPC) website. Have your CAC handy and once you enter the website, the
TM is under Instructional Aids/Publications & Handouts. Click on CPC Publication &
Handouts.
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Fuel Tankers: Correct NSNs for Rear
Axle Parts
/ Published Aug. 11, 2022
BLUF: Until the TM gets updated, there’s incorrect NSNs for rear axle parts.

Photo by Sgt. Shejal Pulivarti

Mechanics, TM 9-2330-339-23P (Dec 15) lists some incorrect NSNs for rear axle
parts for the M967A1P1, M969A1P1 and M969A2P1 fuel tankers. TACOM is aware of
the errors and the correct NSNs will be added when the TM is updated.
In the meantime, the correct NSNs are in the table below.
Item
Wheel seal
Hub cap gasket
Outer wheel bearing
Outer race
Inner wheel bearing

NSN
5330-01-417-5137
5330-01-280-5827
3110-00-100-0663
3110-00-100-0332
3110-00-100-0683
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Item
Inner race

NSN
3110-00-100-0337

Annotate this info in TM 9-2330-339-23P (Dec 15) until it's updated with the correct
NSNs.
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MRAP, M-ATV: Service Kit NSNs
/ Published Aug. 16, 2022
BLUF: Service kits for MRAPs and M-ATVs are essential for annual and biennial
services, as well as PMCS. Get the NSNs here.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Teddy Wade

MRAP
Warfighters, semiannual (biannual) services aren’t required for any of the MRAP
MaxxPro variants. However, PMCS, annual (yearly) and biennial (every other year)
services are still required.
MRAP Service Kits
MRAP model
M1235A4 MaxxPro Dash
M1235A5 MaxxPro Dash

NSN 433001-674-1705 (annual)
01-674-1710 (biennial)
01-674-1705 (annual)
01-674-1710 (biennial)
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MRAP model
M1266A1 MaxxPro LWB

NSN 433001-674-1712 (annual)
01-674-1716 (biennial)
M-ATV

M-ATVs only require PMCS and annual (yearly) service. No matter the model (see
below), you can get the kit using NSN 4910-01-668-7925.
M-ATV Models
Nomenclature
M1240A1
M1245A1
M1274
M1276
M1277

Descriptor
with OGPK*
SOCOM*
CROWS with WIN-T/SNE*
CROWS with WIN-T/PoP*
CROWS*

*OGPK – Objective Gunner Protection Kit
*SOCOM – Special Operations Command
*CROWS – Common Remotely Operated Weapon Station
*WIN-T/SNE – Warfighter Information Network-Tactical - Soldier Network
Extension
*WIN-T/PoP – Warfighter Information Network-Tactical - Point of Presence

Photo by Staff Sgt. Mark Scovell
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M1120A2 HEMTT: NSN for Hook Arm
Cylinder Assembly
/ Published Aug. 25, 2022
BLUF: Get the HEMTT’s hook arm cylinder assembly with NSN 3040-01-642-5340.

Photo by Staff Sgt. James Avery

Dear Half-Mast,
My unit has a couple M1120A2 HEMTTs and one of them needs the hook arm
cylinder assembly replaced.
TM 9-2320-325-14&P (May 09) lists the assembly as NSN 3040-01-374-4803.
However, FED LOG shows that NSN as a terminal item with no stock on hand.
Can you assist with a good NSN for this part?
MSG C.H.
Dear Master Sergeant C.H.,
The M1120A2 HEMTT’s hook arm cylinder assembly, NSN 3040-01-374-4803, was
replaced by the M1120A4’s hook arm cylinder assembly; so use NSN 3040-01-6425340 to order the correct assembly.
Make a note until the TM is updated.
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