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Leader Interview: Mr. Acevedo, AMLC
/ Published April 5, 2022

MSG Half-Mast recently had the honor of sitting down with Mr. Jason Acevedo
at Fort Detrick, MD. Mr. Acevedo is the Director of the Logistics Assistance
Program (LAP) for the Integrated Logistics Sustainment Center (ILSC), Army
Medical Logistics Command (AMLC).
He has previously served as a Healthcare Technology Manager (HTM)
expert/lead for the Readiness and Sustainment (R&S) ILSC. Acevedo’s
background consists of many functional roles in the medical logistics
profession, including 21 years of military experience, retiring from active duty
as the Senior Clinical Engineer Enlisted Advisor for the Office of the Surgeon
General and G4 MEDCOM. Mr. Acevedo’s career has covered many echelons of
medical logistics and leadership roles.
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MSG Half-Mast: Mr. Acevedo, thank you for taking time for this interview. Please give
us an overview of the AMLC logistics assistance program (LAP) and how it
contributes to the Army’s medical readiness
Mr. Acevedo: The LAP establishes, staffs and manages a worldwide program
providing expert technical support, readiness monitoring, data-based solutions and
constant communication to commanders in support of medical logistics
sustainment, across COMPO 1, 2, 3 and 6, and provides assistance resolving
problems that are beyond these commanders’ resources or capability.
MSG Half-Mast: Where do you currently offer support, and how?
Mr. Acevedo: Currently, we have three Lead Systems Technical Representatives
(LSTRs) with one each at Ft Bragg, NC; JBLM, WA; and Ft Hood, TX. We are in a
hiring action to locate one in Kaiserslautern, Germany. LSTRs are typically
assigned at the Army Field Support Battalion (AFSBn) level, although the one in
Germany will be located with the 405th AFS Brigade (AFSB) and provide support
to its various battalions. The LSTRs are the AFSBn commander’s single point-ofcontact for medical logistics in support of sustainment, tailored to that AFSBn’s
mission, equipment density and geographic dispersion.
MSG Half-Mast: What are the most positive and concerning trends you’re seeing
across the medical materiel and logistics enterprise?
Mr. Acevedo: The AMLC LAP is seeing a positive uptick in the number of
requests from the operating force for support. Since our LAP program is new,
relative to other assistance programs, it’s taken some time for units to reach out to
us for assistance. That’s changing and rapidly.
A concerning trend we see is that some units aren’t correctly implementing
already-established Army policy and guidance, which compounds their ability to
effectively maintain their medical equipment. For example, units aren’t establishing
required maintenance management plans for medical items in GCSS-Army. The
tendency is to just sign for an item and enter it into the property book. Without
maintenance management plans, units aren’t able to adequately capture essential
data that enables effective sustainment, provides active readiness indicators and
allows commanders to make informed decisions.
MSG Half-Mast: What steps are being taken to sustain the positive trends and
counteract the negative ones?
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Mr. Acevedo: The AMLC LAP continues to socialize and promote its availability
and readiness to accept any and all requests for assistance, from all COMPOs. It’s
working hard to forge enduring relationships with not only the units it supports but
the entire development and sustainment enterprise. These relationships are
essential to gathering “actionable intelligence” about medical systems and
equipment and then sharing it across the enterprise.
The AMLC LAP is striving to become that “constant” for medical sustainment by:
(1) providing subject-matter expertise and consultation, (2) collecting
organizational data and metrics that will enhance sustainment over the
equipment’s life cycle, and (3) providing resolutions to specific issues, while also
enforcing Army standards, policies and regulations.
MSG Half-Mast: How are medical materiel and logistics assistance support evolving?

Mr. Acevedo: The AMLC LAP is a new resource, so it’s perhaps not so much
evolving as establishing itself. We want all commanders to interact with and know
what AMLC has to offer, so our LSTRs are busy making the necessary
connections, offering assistance and training and advising unit personnel in order
to enhance their success when it comes to sustaining medical equipment. Our
program is committed to providing units with proactive approaches to developing
medical sustainment solutions during all phases of operations.
MSG Half-Mast: What do you foresee as future trends?
Mr. Acevedo: I spoke before about the task of gathering actionable intelligence.
This intelligence not only helps to solve immediate problems but can be predictive
in nature. A growing trend across the Army is the employment of this predictive
data to make smarter development decisions. This means sharing this data across
the enterprise, not only the sustainment enterprise but the development one as
well. In short, today’s challenges can help us develop better equipment for the
future but only if we’re gathering the right information. The LAP is about assisting
units gather the right information at the right time and place, entering it into the
right systems and then sharing it.
MSG Half-Mast: What message do you have for Soldiers who use, maintain or care
for medical equipment or are involved in their logistical support that will help them be
more proficient at their task?
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Mr. Acevedo: Always seek more information and guidance to improve their
situation, keep vigilant on their task, and ensure to take responsibility for their area
of operations and accountability for the importance they play as medical
logisticians.
For all medical equipment issues, comments, and concerns they can contact the
AMLC LAP at:
uarmy.detrick.amlc.mb.logistics-assistance-program@army.mil
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I Own This: March 2022 Nominees
/ Published April 5, 2022

CMCN Merrick R. Schmehil
US Navy/Active
Lead Deadline Mechanic, Civil Engineering Support Equipment (CESE)
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 133, Gulfport, MS
(Forward-deployed to Guam)
Nominated by: CM1 Donald Stuart
Why does this individual deserve recognition? I’ve observed CMCN Schmehil in
the maintenance shop since he was assigned to maintain and repair 319 units of
CESE assigned to the battalion. For the first month of deployment, CMCN Schmehil
completed 87 preventive maintenance actions and 27 corrective repairs, directly
contributing to a readiness rating of 100% for the unit. CMCN Schmehil dedicated 180
hours working with a crew of four (4) mechanics for the Battalion Equipment
Evaluation Program (BEEP) for Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 1. During the
BEEP, he provided thorough inspections on 64 units of equipment. Additionally,
CMCN Schmehil displayed superb leadership while supervising a team of personnel
tasked with troubleshooting and repairing equipment, ranging from hydraulic line
manufacturing to major engine diagnostics and tuning. Under his guidance, the
troubleshooting and repairs ultimately increased equipment availability by 3% within
the first month of deployment.
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Additional Comments: CMCN Schmehil is dedicated to teaching maintenance
equipment and sustainment processes to others. He’s conducted over 25 man hours
of on-the-job training (OJT) on 3M* preventive maintenance and Dr. Diesel**
functions. The OJT has greatly improved the battalion’s readiness.
* 3M preventative maintenance is the unit’s routine maintenance, such as monthly inspections, quarterly lubes and
annual safety inspections.
** Dr. Diesel is a computer troubleshooting tool used on heavy construction equipment, which has manufacturerspecific diagnostic software like Caterpillar® Electronic Technician (CAT ET), technical manuals, parts manuals
and other engine management programs that’s connected to equipment to communicate with the ECM and run
diagnostics.

To learn more about nominating a Warfighter for this recognition, read the
article HERE.
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I Sustain This: March 2022 Nominees
/ Published April 7, 2022
PS Magazine’s I Sustain This campaign is designed to recognize civilian sustainers
who exemplify the highest standards while maintaining equipment to meet combat
readiness requirements and stay in the fight, even under the most arduous of
circumstances.
This month, we had five (5) civilian sustainers nominated for this program. One was
selected at random to receive the spotlight, and that individual was John Sutton of the
TACOM Fleet Management Expansion (FMX) office, Ft Leonard Wood, MO.
Spotlight Profile

John Sutton
Army Civilian
Automotive Worker Supervisor
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TACOM Fleet Maintenance Expansion (FMX) office, Ft Leonard Wood, MO
Nominated by: Bradley McMeekan
Why does this person deserve recognition? The nominee maintains a fleet of 273
specialty commercial vehicles and equipment for the Advanced Law Enforcement
Training Division (ALETD). I am John’s supervisor and talk with the customers we
support. They always have great things to say about John and his team of
mechanics. John’s superior support of the Advanced Law Enforcement Training
Division and ownership of its vehicles as a TACOM FMX maintenance supervisor
have been recognized on several occasions by VIP personnel and those he and his
crew support. The training division teaches students on all types of high-speed
evasive maneuvers. Vehicle readiness and safety are paramount. So, too, is trust.
The instructors trust John and his crew to keep the division’s vehicles mission ready
and safe.
Additional Comments: John's work ethic is above reproach. Add in his knowledge,
skills and technical proficiency and you have someone who’d be valued anywhere.
He’s definitely a valued team member here, directing and providing guidance in all
situations and ensuring mission accomplishment in a safe and timely manner. John
not only supports our mission but the mission of his community, supporting first
responders, various church duties/events, children’s homes and women’s shelters.
He’s also part of a local bee keeper group dedicated to bettering the environment.
Also Nominated

Mark Burns
Army Civilian
Heavy Mobile Technician
TACOM Fleet Maintenance Expansion (FMX) office, Fort Lee, VA
Maintains: M1089A1/M1089A1P2 FMTV, M984A2R1 HEMTT, M10000 ATLAS,
M6000, 5K-rough terrain fork lift, palletized load system (PLS), M872A4 semitrailer
and M1097 HMMWV
Nominated by: Kevin Peavy
Why does this person deserve recognition? Mark’s technical expertise in
troubleshooting hydraulic system and fault isolation allowed him to excel through 72
scheduled service work orders on a wide range of heavy equipment. Mark’s technical
proficiency resulted in cost saving of $100,000 in parts and labor through proper fault
isolation, proper troubleshooting and the repairs of defective components, as
opposed to replacing major assemblies. As an additional duty for the FMX Ordnance
Division's Master Driver Program, he incorporated safety practices and procedures
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that resulted in zero vehicle accidents or violations. His meticulous use of safety
practices, technical documentation and technical publications allowed this division to
complete modification work orders (MWOs) on M1075A1 PLS hook pins replacement
and the PLS M1076 trailer.
____________________

Joseph D Cruz
Army Civilian
Heavy Mobile Equipment Repairer
844th Engineer BN, Forward Support Company (FSC), Knoxville, TN (USAR)
Maintains engineer Modification Table of Organizational Equipment (MTOE)
Nominated by: Nicholas Waagmeester
Why does this person deserve recognition? Mr. Cruz has supported our unit
equipment with Area Maintenance Support Activity (AMSA) 148 since February 2021
and quickly became an effective part of the team. He was tasked with completing a
training-related, mission-essential work order with limited time. His positive attitude
through challenges has noticeably increased the morale and capability of our entire
work center. He prioritized direct labor on our recovery assets without assistance,
bringing our vehicles to standard in time for the training mission. His efficiency and
ability to selflessly adapt was key to the unit’s success.
____________________

ERIC L HARRIS
Army Civilian
Heavy Mobile Equipment Repairer
TACOM Fleet Maintenance Expansion (FMX), Ft Leonard Wood, MO
Maintains the HEMMT, PLS, FMTV, HMMWV, bridge erection boat (BEB) and dry
support bridge (DSB)
Nominated by: James Carmack
Why does this person deserve recognition? I have worked with Eric for over eight
(8) years and have witnessed the outstanding workmanship and pride this gentleman
has. I am proud to a member of the same team. He provides outstanding
maintenance support to the Heavy Wheel Repair Shop (HWRS). He has conducted
unscheduled repairs on over 300 pieces of equipment, much of it “ancient,” diverse
and low-density, yet with the highest operational training load. Eric was a key
contributor to standing up the heavy wheel repair program. He is the “go-to” employee
when tasks need to be done expediently and to standard. Eric continues to set the
bar high in the maintenance arena and brings great credit to himself and the TACOM
FMX organization. His constant pursuit of maintenance excellence has helped the
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HWRS supply the customer with the best training assets available, which explains, in
part, why Eric won the 1st Quarter FY22 FMX, Ft Leonard Wood, Employee of the
Year.
____________________

Jesse F Supanick
Army Civilian
AMC Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR)
1-25th Attack/Reconnaissance BN, Ft Wainwright AK
Maintains the AH-64 Apache
Nominated by: Patrick Lindy
Why does this person deserve recognition? During my routine visits to the 1-25th,
I always find my LAR team doing amazing things supporting the warfighter. Jesse is
always assisting in trouble-shooting AH64 aircraft. During a recent visit to the 1-25th, I
observed Eric instructing Soldiers on quality control and go/no-go criteria when
inspecting the AH-64 rotor hub.
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Leader Interview: MG Mohan, USASC
/ Published April 26, 2022

MG Mohan (right) receives a briefing from LTC Timothy Page during a visit
to the 402nd Army Field Support Battalion
Photo by Katie Nelson

MSG Half-Mast recently paid a virtual visit to Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois, home
of the Headquarters of the US Army Sustainment Command (ASC). While there,
he sat down with ASC’s commanding general, MG Chris Mohan, to discuss the
command’s mission and some of its recent initiatives.
MG Mohan is a native of North Carolina who took command of ASC in June
2021. To learn more about him, click HERE for his biography.
MSG Half-Mast: MG Mohan, thank you for taking the time to speak with PS
Magazine today. Briefly describe Army Sustainment Command’s mission and how it
supports readiness across the force.
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MG Mohan: The Army Sustainment Command is what I refer to as the
“quarterback” for the synchronization and application of the Army Materiel
Command’s resources, so we can build and sustain combat readiness for the
Army – both in garrison and training environments, and also while deployed in
contingencies and operations such as our support to the US European Command
(USEUCOM).
MSG Half-Mast: As a follow-up, in light of current world events, how is ASC’s mission
being both validated and challenged?
MG Mohan: We’re seeing unprecedented demand right now for our capabilities.
For example, normally we would have one brigade headquarters forward operating
in Europe; right now, we have three out of seven ASC brigades, and we just
deployed another in CONUS to move from one location to another to support the
additional capabilities that we’re providing to USEUCOM.
MSG Half-Mast: As you’ve traveled around the command, which has a worldwide
footprint, what positive trends have you seen concerning readiness that need
reinforcement and what negative trends need improvement?
MG Mohan: Spurred on by what’s going on in Europe, with a large-scale combat
operation – and particularly in our heavy forces – I see a renewed emphasis on
maintenance and I see a renewed emphasis on readiness. I see units that were
placed on “prepare to deploy” orders that are turning wrenches and getting their
equipment ready at a much higher level of preparedness. I think this is very
positive for our Army.
On the flip side, I still see units that are too reliant on what ASC (including its
logistics readiness centers) does, even when they have the internal capability,
from both the material management and maintenance standpoints. We’re working
hard with our partners from across the entire enterprise to educate and push as
many resources to the units as possible, so we support the training of our next
generation of leaders.
MSG Half-Mast: From your vantage point, what lessons are we learning or should we
learn from the war in Ukraine about the importance of maintenance and logistics,
particularly at the tactical level?
MG Mohan: That confidence in your equipment is everything...that confidence in
your leaders in everything. When units at the tactical level are focused on
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readiness – in training, in maintenance, and in taking care of Soldiers – that can
make all the difference in the world when it comes to providing the will to fight and
win. We’re seeing the Ukrainian Army – and note that the US Army has been
involved in Ukraine since 2014, training their forces – give the Russians a very
hard time. They’ve developed a professional non-commissioned officer corps
which is the secret sauce that every other country wishes it had, and that our own
US Army definitely has. You can see this playing out on the battlefield every day.
MSG Half-Mast: Please share one ASC initiative about which you’re excited and why.
MG Mohan: I’m excited about the way we’re changing our organization and
doctrine to provide our combatant commanders – and maneuver commanders on
the ground – with more options. We’re doing that by providing them with options
on the placement and projection of Army Prepositioned Stock (APS); APS is a
program that we run for the Army. Both in Europe and out in the Pacific, we are
pushing APS to the point of need, setting the grid and issuing equipment rapidly to
Soldiers versus them coming to our sites to draw. What that allows us to do is get
that combat capability out forward, closer to the need as units are deploying. We
just did this on an unprecedented scale in Europe, and we just did it off of an APS
ship in the Philippines at a commercial port.
Another ASC mission is our effective utilization of the Logistics Civil Augmentation
Program – LOGCAP – which is also an ASC responsibility. LOGCAP provides our
field commanders with life support services such as housing and dining facilities.
During Operation Allies Welcome (support to Afghan refugees), we also used
LOGCAP to provide medical care and movement control – in effect, a full-scale
suite of services, furnished rapidly at the point of need.
MSG Half-Mast: Any final thoughts you’d like to share with our readers?
MG Mohan: I’m very proud of my teammates in ASC. I’m very proud of our bluecollar roots and our blue-collar mindset. We do the work that’s put in front of us,
and we’re very good at our jobs. I have nearly 40,000 teammates who are all
about Army readiness. I’m very proud of the work we do.
That being said, as we look to the future and see the Army’s mindset change from
a counterinsurgency fight to preparing for a large-scale ground combat fight, we’ve
got a lot of work to do. But I’m confident that, with the team we have at ASC, we’re
up to any challenge.
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Aviation

ALSE: Air Warrior Stands Up Forum on
JTDI
/ Published April 8, 2022

Photo by Staff Sgt. Austin Berner

ALSE techs, getting information about aviation life support equipment (ALSE) has
been a little difficult as of late.
That’s no longer the case. Air Warrior has created a new interactive forum for the
Army ALSE community on JTDI. Information on handheld electronics, aircraft
electronics and ALSE is at your fingertips.
To gain access to the Air Warrior site, you’ll need to register on JTDI with your CAC.
Click HERE for a copy of the JTDI access instructions.
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Apache: Stand Protects Searchlight
/ Published April 13, 2022

Photo Courtesy of PS Magazine
Mechanics, PS Magazine published an article back in February 2009 (Pages 36-38 of
PS 675) about the challenges of removing the searchlight underneath the nose of the
AH-64D due to the delicate nature of the equipment if mishandled. To help protect the
searchlight, a user provided the specifications to make a searchlight stand to take
pressure off the wires when it came time to change the searchlight. Click HERE to
view a PDF of that article.
Note that the searchlight stand is not sourced by Apache PM. However, they have no
objection with units building the stand to help them effectively remove and reinstall
the searchlight or the entire assembly.
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Place searchlight on stand to protect wires
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All Aircraft: Where to Get Help
/ Published April 13, 2022

Photo by Bryan Gatchell

Getting in contact with aviation subject-matter experts (SMEs) and other
organizations about your equipment can sometimes be a maze.
All is not lost. You can contact various organizations through their help desk, team or
group emails.
Here’s a shortlist to keep handy:
Apache Fielding and Customer Assistance
Go to JTDI HERE
When you sign into the site with your CAC, click on the My Sites drop down menu,
select Apache and then select Fielding and Customer Assistance under the title
Apache Help on the right side of the screen. Check out the screen shot below.
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To view larger, right click on image above and select "open image in new tab"

AGSE Group Email
usarmy.redstone.amcom.list.jtdi-agse@army.mil
Air Warrior - Aircraft Electronics
AirWarrior-email-help@army.mil
(emails received after hours will be responded to the next business day)
Air Warrior - Hand Held Electronics
usarmy.redstone.peo-soldier.list.pm-air-warrior-efb-help@army.mil
(emails received after hours will be responded to the next business day)
AMCOM IADS Customer Support Email
usarmy.redstone.amcom.mbx.immc-pub-iads-support@army.mil
AMCOM DA Form 2028 Email
usarmy.redstone.amcom.list.immc-pub-redstone-2028@army.mil
Aircraft Notebook Help Desk
usarmy.redstone.devcom-avmc.list.anmp-help-desk@army.mil
(UAS) Fleet Management Group Email
usarmy.redstone.peo-avn.list.uas-fleet-mgmt@army.mil
Contact PEO Soldier Online HERE.
Chinook Fleet Management
The simplest and fastest way to contact Chinook Fleet Management is to use the
following email address:
usarmy.redstone.peo-avn.list.cargo-custsupt@army.mil
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When sending an email to this address, use your government email address. If you
don’t, the email will be blocked. Include in the email your name, position, unit and
location because that helps Chinook route your question or request to the right SME
to get a reply.
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MEDEVAC: Rescue Hoist Kits Not an
Army Option
/ Published April 26, 2022

Photo by 2nd Lt. Nathan Rivard

Mechanics, when a cartridge-actuated device (also known as “CAD” or squib”) on the
hoist is fired, all of the components of the cable cut system must be replaced, to
include:
squib and O-ring
cable
cable cutter and O-ring
cable cutter cotter pin
anvil
potentially some shims from the KT-444 shim kit (also known as “clocking
kit”)
There is only one correct way to replace these parts – individually!
The hoist manufacturer, Breeze-Eastern, sells all of these parts together as a kit
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called the KT-493 Refire Kit. While convenient, the KT-493 Refire Kit is not an option
to replace the cable cut system components. Here’s why: the Army treats and tracks
squibs the same way it tracks ammunition and other explosive devices, which is
through the Munitions History Program (MHP).
Therefore, the squib must be obtained through the MHP and the rest of the parts
through supply.
Also, don’t order the “Cutting Tool Kits” found in Item 34 of Fig 14-3 in WP 3467 of TM
1-1520-237-23&P and in Fig 14-7 of WP 3478 below. The part numbers provided are
KT-105-1 and KT-105-2. These kit numbers should be ignored for two reasons:

1. They don’t apply to this hoist.
2. Same concerns as with the KT-493.

Fig 14-7 of WP 3471 in TM 1-1520-237-23&P
(to view clearer image, right click on image and "open in new tab")

Bottom line: order all the components individually (minus the squib) and have them
on-hand as a “kit” in bench stock in the event they’re needed.
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Combat Vehicles

M1A2 SEPv3 Tank: Updated LRM
Replacement Procedures
/ Published April 7, 2022

Photo by Sgt. Trenton Lowery

Maintainers, the replacement procedures for the M1A2 SEPv3 Abrams tank’s line
replaceable modules (LRM) have been updated. These updates include the hull
control unit (HCU), mission control unit (MCU) and turret control unit (TCU).
The updated procedures also include the requirement for LRM software data load
and verification.
Maintainers performing LRM replacement tasks should utilize the updated procedures
found HERE.
These procedures supersede the tasks found in TM 9-2350-412-13&P (Apr 20). The
TM will be updated later in 2022.
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Bradley FOV: FBCB2/JBC-P Drive
Corruption
/ Published April 8, 2022

Photo by Cpl. Alisha Grezlik

Maintainers, the Bradley’s computer drive that powers the Force XXI Battle Command
Brigade and Below (FBCB2)/Joint Battle Command Platform (JBC-P) can become
corrupted if the system is improperly shut down or if the main vehicle power is lost.
The procedures to clear a corrupt drive are attached to TACOM Maintenance
Information Message 22-025. Access the message HERE.
Crewmen, you can help prevent a corrupted drive by following all the proper
shutdown procedures for the FBCB2 and JBC-P systems in the -10 TM.
Proper maintenance on the vehicle battery systems will help prevent loose cabling,
loose battery connections and battery post arcing. Proper cable connections are also
a part of normal maintenance and will help prevent the vehicle losing power.
For more info, refer to the maintenance information message.
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Stryker: Field-Level Welding Repair
Program
/ Published April 21, 2022

Photo by Charles Rosemond

There’s a new field-level welding repair program for Strykers called the Unit Welding
Immersion Program (UWIP) that’s intended to help shorten the current turnaround
time for welding-related faults.
TM 9-2355-460-23&P (May 21) has been released to support non-structural field-level
welding repair procedures, repair parts and special tools lists for the Stryker FOV.
The welding program includes an introduction to gas metal arc welding-pulse
(GMAW-P), which is the preferred method for welding on armor.
Here are some things you should know when it comes to Strykers and welding:
Causes for Cracks/Welding Issues
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The most common causes for cracks to appear on a Stryker vehicle or welds to
become problematic are:
Rollover accidents
Vibrations
Fire damage
Collisions
Improver vehicle ride height
Incorrectly-installed components
Proper Preconditions for Welding
For Stryker repairs, store the vehicle for at least 24 hours in a facility or enclosure that
provides an ambient temperature of no less than 60°F prior to welding.
Note: An ambient temperature of at least 60°F prevents warping. It also prevents
moisture which can be an electrical hazard.
Preheating reduces the cooling rate of the weld and drives out moisture, which in turn
helps prevent hydrogen buildup and the potential for cracking. It reduces shrinkage
stresses in the weld and heat-affected zone. It slows down the cooling rate to prevent
excessive hardening and keeps the steel from becoming brittle.
The pre-heat temperature, when required, will be provided in the applicable work
package in the TM.
Interpass welding temperatures will not exceed the requirement outlined in the
applicable work package.
NMC Criteria for Stryker Armor
The following can make Stryker vehicles NMC:
Any damage to armor module that prevents proper mounting on the
vehicle hull.
Any single cut, scrape or gouge protruding into the exterior panel
exceeding 3.5x3.5” in area, or a combined total of 12x12” in area for the
entire armor panel.
Any exposed material resulting from paint removal and internal surface
exposure, damaged or undamaged.
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Presence of putty adhesives (due to damage repair for MILES or shipping
labels) or fillers.
Ways to Identify Cracks
Here are ways to identify cracks in Stryker vehicles:
Hull fluid leakage
Fluorescent liquid dye penetrant testing procedure
Magnetic particle inspection (MPI)
Welding Tasks Covered Under UWIP
UWIP supports a few field-level welding tasks, each of which can be caused by
various forms of damage. Knowing why and how the damage occurs in the first place
can potentially prevent or delay performing these tasks: (to view larger versions of the
images below, right click on them and select "open image in new tab.")
WP 0010, steering stop procedure
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Improper alignment with linkage

Steering stop procedure
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WP 0011, aluminum footman loop repair
Damage caused by:
Exceeding weight capacity when attaching
equipment and crew gear

WP 0012, engine hatch hinge (vehicle side) repair
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Delay in repair
Not properly using the open and closing locking
mechanism

Engine hatch hinge (vehicle side) repair

WP 0013, engine hatch hinge (hatch side) / Lock plate
inspection
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Delaying repairs
Not using the open and closing locking
mechanism
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WP 0014, front hatch hinge replacement
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Failure to follow operating procedures
Not lubricating hinge

Front hatch hinge replacement

WP 0015, side hatch hinge replacement
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Failure to follow operating procedures
Standing on hinge
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Side hatch hinge replacement

WP 0016, power engine hatch hinge/locking tab
replacement
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Failure to follow operating procedures

Power engine hatch hinge/locking tab replacement
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WP 0018, ramp channel repair
Damage caused by:
Failure to follow operating procedures
Leaving the tow pintle in when lowering the ramp

Ramp channel repair

WP 0019, ramp door repair
Damage caused by:
Delaying repairs
Failure to follow operating procedures
Lowering the ramp with the rear access door open
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Ramp door repair

WP 0020, fuel filler cover hinge replacement
Damage caused by:
Aging fleet
Improper use
Leaving the cover open during operation

Fuel filler cover hinge replacement

Note: If you have to enter a welding fault on your Stryker into GCSS-Army (GCSS-A),
make sure to use failure code 722, “weld cracked, broken or defective,” in accordance
with Table B2 in DA PAM 750-8, Army Maintenance Management System Users
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Manual, (Aug 05).
These codes help maintainers quickly identify which Strykers currently have welding
notices open in GCSS-A. They’ll also help with compiling completed work orders and
failure data for readiness driver indicators.
Also note that the following updates are under review for inclusion in the TM:
Adding TIG welding procedures for select nonstructural brackets
Stryker ESV/VV/A1 nonstructural implement repairs
Rear ramp grab handle repair
Two methods of bolt extraction
Drivers hatch brackets repair
Air transport hatch combat lock rod mount bracket repair
Contact UWIP by email at: usarmy.detroit.devcom-gvsc.mbx.weldsupport@army.mil or (586) 282-5210.
Download TM-9-2355-460-23&P HERE.
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Construction

MW24C Scoop Loader Parts
/ Published April 5, 2022

Photo by Airman 1st Class Ashleigh Pavele

Parts for the old MW24C scoop loader are hard to come by. Your best bet is to go to
your local J.I. Case dealer and see what parts are still available.
TACOM’s scoop loader team has endorsed units procuring parts from J. I. Case
directly.
For the link click HERE.
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Commo/Electronics

AN/PVS-14 NVD: A PMCS Primer
/ Published April 6, 2022

Photo by Capt. Daniel Parker

Dear Editor,
I’m an electronic tech inspector, and I’d like to share a few basic tips for your readers
about maintaining the AN/PVS-14 monocular night vision device, NSN 5855-01-4320524.

1. Keep the objective lens cap, NSN 5340-01-397-6608, attached to it. This
allows easy access to install the cap on the AN/PVS-14 in bright lighting or
when it’s not being used.
2. Make sure to turn off the battery switch on the AN/PVS-14, not just flip it
up on the helmet mount. In addition, remove the batteries when the
AN/PVS-14 is stored. That can save each unit thousands of dollars.
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I’ve seen too many unserviceable NVDs needing to be replaced due to no cap or
being left turned on with batteries installed. That’s why it’s doubly important to know
the PMCS on this device. TM 11-5855-306-23&P (Jul 14) is the guide to follow.
Nathan W. Weidner
Ft Bragg, NC
Editor’s note: We can clearly see the benefits of your wisdom. Thanks.
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SATCOM: Detailed TNT-ATH Technical
Procedure Released for STT
/ Published April 13, 2022

Photo courtesy 35th Signal Brigade (Theater Tactical)

Attention! For units using the Tactical Network Transport-At the Halt (TNT-ATH), a
detailed technical procedure (DTP) is now available that contains important updates
that need to be applied for the legacy ATH satellite transport terminal (STT) colorless
T2 switch 3560e and 9200L switch with configuration change V2.2.

CISCO 9200 switch
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The DTP contains information on configuring and preparing a 9200 baseline
configuration for an ATH STT 3560e stand-alone switch replacement. This is a
temporary solution for units that need to create an immediate “one off” configuration
for a replacement switch.
The DTP instructions can be found HERE. If this is your first time using this CACenabled website, you’ll need to register.
For detailed DTP download instructions, the complete list of applicable LINs and
NSNs, and a CECOM TNT-ATH POC, see CECOM’s Maintenance Information
Message HERE.
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2kW Novatio Generator: Oil Maintenance Sticker
Gives Guidance
/ Published April 21, 2022

Photo courtesy of TACOM

Unit alert! Lack of PMCS has caused issues with the 2kW Novatio generator. Specifically, Soldiers aren’t
properly maintaining oil levels in this model.
To combat this problem, the vendor has created an oil maintenance sticker as a visual reminder that’s
attached to all new generators. It can also be added to existing generators. The sticker covers the
procedures for proper oil application in a handy bulleted list.

2kW Novatio generator oil maintenance sticker
(Click on image above to enlarge)
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The Novatio 2kW generator is not a military tactical generator (MTG) or a tactical quiet generator (TQG).
The MTG and TQG are the legacy 2kW and 3kW generators that have been around since 1996 and 2001,
respectively. The Novatio 2kW is a commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) generator being used as a stopgap
solution until the 2kW MTG replacement and 3kW TQG replacement are developed and produced.
The Novatio’s nonstandard material control number is 611501B001198, NSLIN: FD1518
For fielded units, the PM will send the oil maintenance stickers to the field service representatives (FSRs),
who will place the stickers on the generators. The vendor will also include the stickers in future
procurements.
For answers to your questions, contact your unit’s FSR.
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Communications: Two New Radio TMs
Released
/ Published April 21, 2022

Photo by Capt. Eric Messmer

CECOM has published TM 11-5820-1504-13&P (Apr 22), an operator and field
maintenance TM, including repair parts and special tools list (RPSTL), for the
following radios:
Nomenclature
AN/PRC-158(V)3(C), Dismounted radio
set
AN/VRC-124(V)1, SVM radio set
AN/VRC-125(V)1, DVM radio set
AN/VRC-131(V)1, SLA radio set
AN/TRC-240(V)1, TOC radio set

NSN 582001-670-9572
01-677-2474
01-676-6452
01-670-9623
01-670-9655

Also available is TM 11-5820-1507-13&P (Apr 22), with RPSTL for the following radio
sets:
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Nomenclature
AN/PRC-163(V)2, Dismounted leader
radio set
AN/VRC-135(V)1, Mounted leader radio
set
AN/VRC-135(V)2, Mounted leader radio
set

NSN 582001-679-7241
01-679-7243
01-693-6819
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DVE: Change AN/VAS-5(5A) to AN/VAS5B
/ Published April 22, 2022

Photo courtesy of CECOM

Alert! Units need to update organizational property records and unit hand receipts to
accurately reflect and report the correct version of the Driver Vision Enhancer (DVE)
family of systems (FOS) on hand.
The DVEs, line item number (LIN) D41659, have been fielded and installed on
vehicles since the 1990s. Over the years, they’ve evolved from AN/VAS-5 and
AN/VAS-5A to the current model of AN/VAS-5B. This has caused NSN changes under
LIN D41659.
There are currently 21 NSNs under AN/VAS-5 and AN/VAS-5A that are platformbased. The change in type designation from AN/VAS-5 and AN/VAS-5A to AN/VAS5B reduces the number of NSNS from 21 to six (6). The six NSNs under AN/VAS-5B
vary based on the platform on which they’re mounted.
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Electrical Pan & Tilt Model (TWV-EPTM)

Four of the AN/VAS-5 and AN/VAS-5A systems have been coded terminal and
removed from various platforms and replaced by AN/VAS-5B; however, the
replacements have not been properly recorded on unit property books to reflect these
changes. Variants 1 through 3 are for tactical wheeled vehicles (TWVs) and variants 4
through 6 are for combat vehicles (CVs).

CV sensor

Units must verify what version of DVE FOS is installed on each of their vehicles and
report those findings to the owning property book officer, who will update the record to
correctly reflect equipment on hand.
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Abrams sensor

For more information and the list of NSNs that need to be updated, refer to CECOM’s
maintenance advisory message 22-003 HERE.
Questions? Contact one of the following:
Rohan Wallace, CECOM IEW&S Directorate, ILS Manager:
rohan.s.wallace.civ@army.mil
or
Renee Coleman, CECOM IEW&S Directorate, Item Manager:
sharon.r.coleman8.civ@army.mil
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Missiles

Missiles: Remember to Report All
Missiles Fired
/ Published April 21, 2022

Photo by Pfc. Jaewoo Oh

The US Army has the most reliable missile systems in the world. One reason for that
excellence is that missile system managers are constantly analyzing firing information
submitted from the field.
It’s important that units collect missile firing data and report it using the FIREIT portal.
The data collected is analyzed for performance, reliability and safety issues.
Commanders have a responsibility to report every missile fired according to AR 70019, US Army Munitions Reporting System. The FIREIT portal asks a lot of questions
about each missile firing so the Army can understand how the system is performing in
its intended environment. Do your best to answer all of them, but at a minimum, you
must fill out the required fields.
Also, submit your reports ASAP. If you’re reporting on a training exercise, you can
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consolidate the firing reports to submit at one time; however, all reports should be
submitted within five (5) days after finishing the exercise.
If there’s a misfire, hangfire or dud, you must submit both a firing report in FIREIT and
a malfunction report. AR 75-1, Malfunctions Involving Ammunition and Explosives,
tells how to report a malfunction.
The FIREIT portal requires an account to submit missile reports. If you haven’t
established one, do it today. By the way, these reports won’t be used to score your
unit or compare units’ performances. They’ll only be used to enhance the
performance and readiness of the Army’s missile systems.

Use FIREIT portal to report missile firing data
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Small Arms

M2A1 Machine Gun: Confirm Your
Weapon Was Gaged Prior to Firing
/ Published April 13, 2022

Photo courtesy of TACOM

Gunners, one of the biggest improvements of the M2A1 machine gun over the M2
machine gun is that you no longer need to headspace and time your weapon before
firing. But you can’t forget about headspace and timing (HS&T) altogether.
The unit armorer must verify the HS&T of each M2A1 before it’s signed out of the
unit’s arms room. The gunner needs to confirm the weapon was verified by the
armorer before firing.
Don’t fire a weapon if you’re not sure the HS&T was verified. Firing a weapon with
improper headspace and timing can cause malfunctions, damage the weapon or,
potentially, injure you.
To help you understand the importance of headspace and timing, let’s define each
one.
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Headspace is the distance between the rear of the barrel and the face of
the bolt.
Timing is the adjustment of the gun so that it fires when the recoiling parts
are in the correct position.
Now that you know what headspace and timing are, here’s what can cause the M2A1
to be out of tolerance. HS&T for an M2A1 is set by a weapon manufacturer, depot or
field maintainer. When HS&T is set, it is the correct HS&T for that M2A1 in its current
condition. As the weapon is fired, parts inside the M2A1 can wear and are no longer
in the condition they were in when HS&T was set. To keep the weapon safely firing as
parts wear, a wear limit was accounted for in the design of all M2A1s.
However, if an M2A1 is continually fired and HS&T isn’t verified when the M2A1 is
drawn from the arms room, the wear can eventually exceed the wear limits. When this
happens, the weapon must go in for maintenance to have the HS&T reset.
Continuing to fire a weapon that is out of HS&T is not only unsafe, but also results in
additional, damaging wear to the bolt and breech lock, worsening the issue.
So, remember:
Armorers - Check your M2A1’s HS&T with the wear limit and timing gage, NSN
5220-01-580-6602, whenever the M2A1 is signed out of your arms room. M2A1s
that fail gaging should have their HS&T reset and their bolt and breech locks
inspected by a qualified field maintainer following guidance in the M2A1’s TM 91005-347-23&P (Jul 11).
Gunners – Before you take your weapon to the range, confirm your armorer has
gaged your M2A1 when it’s issued. Your weapon will thank you for it.
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60mm Mortars: Don’t Slack on
Preventive Maintenance
/ Published April 15, 2022

Photo by Kevin Payne

Operators and crew members, it’s been reported that some of you aren’t following the
lightweight M224A1 60mm mortar system TM 9-101-233-10 (Jul 16) when conducting
PMCS. The simple fact is, you can’t truly conduct PMCS if you don’t have the -10 TM
immediately available and are following it! Failure to follow the -10 TM can injure
people and damage equipment.
Without proper BEFORE, DURING and AFTER PMCS checks, issues like stuck
rounds, obstructed cavities, multiple rounds and non-firing rounds can happen,
resulting in misfire procedures having to be conducted. Again, these failures are due
to the lack of PMCS.
To reduce the risk of these issues happening in the future, follow the PMCS
task and misfire procedures in the -10 TM. Misfire procedures are listed in WP
0014 for conventional mode and WP 0015 for handheld mode.
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M249 Machine Gun: 3D-Printed Front
Sight Post Adjustment Tool
/ Published April 21, 2022

Courtesy photo

TACOM has adopted 3D printing, an advanced manufacturing technique, to produce
parts. One of the first parts produced using this method is the M249 machine gun
front sight post adjustment tool.
Maintainers, if you need a front sight post adjustment tool for your unit’s M249
machine guns, use NSN 5120-01-689-4725. After TACOM gets the order request,
then it will be 3D-printed and sent to you.
You can read the full story on 3D printing HERE.
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M242 Automatic Gun: Safety Handle
Trouble? Read MA 22-032!
/ Published April 25, 2022

Photo by Spc. Joshua Cowden

Operators and maintainers, the M242 automatic gun safety pawl, NSN 3040-01-1678326, may not be to standard because hundreds were made using outdated drawings
and specifications.
If the incorrect pawl is installed on your weapon, then the manual safety handle will
be unusually difficult to turn or you may not be able to turn it to the SAFE position.
To see if the issue affects your gun, you must perform the BEFORE OPERATION
PMCS and dry fire operations check using the right manual (depending on vehicle
type): TM 9-2350-438-10-2 (Nov 19), TM 9-2350-441-10-2 (May 21), TM 9-2350-44210-2 (May 21) or TM 9-2350-439-10-2 (Nov 19).
If you find the manual safety handle isn’t operating normally, submit a work order for
the M242 automatic gun to field-level maintenance for troubleshooting.
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The maintainer will use WP 0056-00 of TM 9-1005-200-23&P (Jun 01 w/ch 2 Nov 06)
to troubleshoot the M242 automatic gun. Make sure to do a visual inspection of the
track assembly and inspect the safety pawl for dimensional conformity of the tang and
lobe. The picture below shows you the difference between the right and wrong safety
pawl.

Safety Pawl Tang should be 5.35mm +/‐ 0.15 wide

Replace the non-conforming safety pawl with the conforming, serviceable part using
WP 0056-00 of TM 9-1005-200 23&P (Jun 01 w/ch 2 Nov 06).
For the full story grab your CAC and go HERE.
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Soldier Support

Publications: How to Order Army Pubs
/ Published April 6, 2022

Photo by Staff Sgt. Connie Jones
If your unit needs a publications account, here’s important news to know. To start the
ball rolling, you’ll need to complete and submit a DA Form 12, Request for
Establishment of a Publications Account (Jun 21).
To set up your unit’s pubs account, first download DA Form 12 from the Army
Publishing Directorate website @ DA Form 12

Follow the DA Form 12 instructions (CAC required) found
@ Instructions_for_DA_Form_12
An official DA Form 12 is also needed whenever you set up or change pubs account
info. If your unit’s address has changed, for example, you’ll need to mark the 3b
“Change” box on DA Form 12 and fill out Section III. If you’re requesting access to
classified pubs, make a note that you’ll need to resubmit a DA Form 12 annually.

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2991434

1/2

Be aware that the latest version of the form (Jun 21) requires digital signatures. Older
versions of DA Form 12 are obsolete and will soon no longer be accepted.
Most active duty units will submit the completed DA Form 12 to the publication control
officer, who in turn will forward it to:
usarmy.stlouis-mo.106-sigbde.mbx.apdcustsrv@army.mil
Units stationed in Europe or the Middle East will send their completed DA Form 12 to:
usarmy.rheinland-pfalz.id-europe.mbx.prcoe-stockroom-orders@army.mil
USAR units send completed DA Forms 12 to the higher headquarters at the
appropriate major USAR command for review and approval.
National Guard units send completed DA Forms 12 to the state publication control
officer for review and approval.
Note that mail.mil email addresses are no longer valid on any pubs accounts. Use
only army.mil addresses. Make sure that the unit’s pubs POC name and contact info
are current and included on DA Form 12.
If you run into any issues or need help, call the Media Distribution Division (MDD) at
DSN 693-7300, Ext. 8266/8300, (314) 592-0900, Ext. 8266/8300 or email:
usarmy.stlouis-mo.106-sigbde.mbx.apdcustsrv@army.mil
Once you have an account number and password from MDD, you can log into the
Army portal for ordering pubs.
Also see our prior PS article, “Publications: Are Paper TMs Still Available?” The listed
AR 25-38, Army Printing and Distribution Program (Jun 21) and DA PAM 25-38, Army
Printing and Distribution Procedures (Jun 21) are both helpful references and can be
found on the Army Publishing Directorate (APD) website HERE.
Pay particular attention to section 1-15 in AR 25-38 and section 5-5 in DA Pam 25-38.
For a detailed, step-by-step guide with visuals, see "How to Establish and Maintain a
Publications Account with APD." Click HERE to view.
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Communications: Two New Radio TMs
Released
/ Published April 21, 2022

Photo by Capt. Eric Messmer

CECOM has published TM 11-5820-1504-13&P (Apr 22), an operator and field
maintenance TM, including repair parts and special tools list (RPSTL), for the
following radios:
Nomenclature
AN/PRC-158(V)3(C), Dismounted radio
set
AN/VRC-124(V)1, SVM radio set
AN/VRC-125(V)1, DVM radio set
AN/VRC-131(V)1, SLA radio set
AN/TRC-240(V)1, TOC radio set

NSN 582001-670-9572
01-677-2474
01-676-6452
01-670-9623
01-670-9655

Also available is TM 11-5820-1507-13&P (Apr 22), with RPSTL for the following radio
sets:
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Nomenclature
AN/PRC-163(V)2, Dismounted leader
radio set
AN/VRC-135(V)1, Mounted leader radio
set
AN/VRC-135(V)2, Mounted leader radio
set

NSN 582001-679-7241
01-679-7243
01-693-6819

Both pubs are restricted, so you’ll need your CAC to access them.
Search for the TMs HERE.
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Publications: ATP 4-43 Updated
/ Published April 26, 2022

Photo by Kevin C Mcdevitt

Army Techniques Publication (ATP) 4-43, Petroleum Supply Operations, has been
updated. The April 2022 release includes more than 350 pages, covering topics such
as stock control and reporting, refueling on the move, safety practices and
environmental guidance.
This new version of ATP 4-43 also reflects changes that occurred in force design,
distribution management and materiel management since the 2015 edition. Additions
include information about planning activities, the distribution management and
materiel management processes, cold weather operations, and interoperability with
NATO fuel distribution equipment.
Download the publication HERE.
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Tactical Vehicles

M149-Series Water Trailers: ID Model &
Inspect for Corrosion
/ Published April 6, 2022

Photo by Sgt. Christopher Sarratori

Maintenance leaders, according to TACOM Ground Safety Action (GSA) message 22009, dated Mar 21, 2022, you need to identify your M149-series water trailers and
inspect them for frame corrosion.
That’s because TACOM and DEVCOM inspected some of these water trailers and
found corrosion inside the frames that exceeded Army standards. Most notably,
corrosion appears at the point where the frame and tongue of the trailer meet.
Also, during the inspection, it was discovered that some M149s were misidentified
and accounted for as either M149A1s or M149A2s. The base model M149 is
obsolete and is a designated mandatory divestiture item. The M149A1 models are
authorized; however, they don’t have a TM. Incorrect accounting could cause units to
order incorrect repair parts or lead to repairs in excess of the maximum expenditure
limit (MEL).
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Units that identify obsolete or unserviceable M149 water trailers must request
disposition for turn-in directly from their local DLA Disposition Services. In fact, they
have 90 days from date of the GSAM to comply.
Note: you can always contact your local Army Materiel Command (AMC)
Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR) for help.
Regardless of the M149-series trailers that you have, it’s likely that they have some
level of corrosion, so be sure to inspect them using TB 43-0213, Corrosion Prevention
and Control (CPC) for Army Ground Equipment (Mar 19).
The TACOM ILSC Weapon System Team will assist units with corrosion prevention
procedures and, if necessary, provide disposition guidance based on the results of
each inspection. They’ll also release a follow-on message with more instructions for
use on M149 and M149A1 water trailers and will develop sustainment courses of
action for M149A2s that need repair due to corrosion.
For complete inspection guidance and disposition instructions, make sure you read
the complete message HERE.
I Sustain This Recognition Program: Nominate a Deserving Civilian Sustainer
HERE

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2990788

2/2

M1078A1 FMTV: Culprit for Cab Power
Loss
/ Published April 7, 2022

Courtesy photo

Dear Editor,
My unit has had some issues with our M1078A1 FMTVs losing all cab power. The
culprit is the battery disconnect relay assembly going bad.
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Battery disconnect relay assembly (cover not shown)

It’s a common problem that we believe is caused by improperly shutting down the
vehicle with the maintenance disconnect switch. We’ve only experienced the issue
with M1078A1s, not our newer M1078A1P2s.
The cost of a new battery disconnect assembly, NSN 5945-01-501-8715, is $447.90,
not to mention the downtime of the vehicle. We’ve discovered an easy solution and
fixed several FMTVs for less than $3. That’s because it’s usually just a short in a relay
wire, not the entire assembly that’s bad.
It’s easy to check and fix. We make sure that only a qualified mechanic troubleshoots
the wiring.
Here’s the process qualified mechanics can use to troubleshoot and repair the
problem:

Get a voltmeter, 16AWG wire, fully insulated male slip-on rings, insulated
rings, wire crimps w/cutters and a flat head screwdriver.
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Required tools to replace relay wires

If you don’t have cab power, locate the battery disconnect relay assembly
and remove the cover from the assembly.

Battery disconnect relay assembly location

Use a voltmeter to check the voltage output of the left and right relay
wires. The relay on the left should read 24V-28V and the relay on the right
should read 12V-14V.

https://www.psmagazine.army.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=74&ModuleId=30615&Article=2992599

3/5

Test left relay for 24V-28V and right for 12V-14V range

If either relay doesn’t have the prescribed voltage, then there’s usually a
short in the wire. We’ve found that the left relay (24V) is most often the
one that’s shorted out.

New relay wires (4 total)

Remove the old relay wires and cut the 16 AWG wire to the desired length
and then fabricate your new relay wires. Replace all four (4) wires. Before
you put the new wires on, clean all of the surface areas.
Then start your truck and check the voltage output of the assembly for correct volts. If
the left relay shows 24V-28V and the right shows 12V-14V, your truck should have
cab power and be fully mission capable again.
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First Sergeant Kegan Brown
Rocky Mount, NC
Editor’s note: Thanks for the great tip, First Sergeant!
Maintenance leaders, it’s a good idea to go over proper FMTV shutdown procedures
for the maintenance disconnect switch in TM 9-2320-392-10-1 (Oct 17) too.
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FMTV: Interconnecting Box NSNs for
GEN IV and GEN V Transmissions
/ Published April 18, 2022

Photo by Pfc. Sung Eun Kim

On Page 14 of PS 753 (Aug 15), we let you know that for FMTVs from serial numbers
100,001 or above, you could get an interconnecting box using NSN 5895-01-5917887.
That’s still true. However, NSN 5895-01-591-7887 is listed in FED LOG as AAC “V”,
which means you can only order it until stock is depleted. It’s currently priced at $767.
TM 9-2320-333-23&P (Jun 19) lists NSN 5895-01-591-7887 for 2 ½ -ton FMTVs as
Item 56 in Fig 14 and for 5-ton FMTVs as Item 56 in Fig 1014 for GEN IV
transmissions. It also lists NSN 5895-01-649-8229 in both figures for GEN V
transmissions, at a cost of $582.
Bottom line: either interconnecting box NSN is acceptable to use with the GEN IV or
GEN V transmissions. So make a note until the TM is updated.
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FMTV: Watch that A1P2 LTAS Seatbelt
/ Published April 21, 2022

Courtesy photo

Operators, when exiting the LTAS FMTV, make sure your four-point seat belt is fully
inside the cab before shutting the door. If not, the belt’s restraint latch gets slammed
in the door jam.
Why is that a problem? It usually leaves a dent in the door and jam, sometimes bad
enough that it lets in moisture, which then leads to corrosion. But wait, there’s more.
Worse yet, the heavy doors can crush the safety pull tab (latch guard) on the restraint
latch, which then makes the vehicle not mission capable (NMC). In the BEFORE
OPERATIONS PMCS of TM 9-2320-333-10 (Oct 19), it notes that any part of the
restraint system that is missing or damaged makes your truck NMC.
Replacement Parts
If you have to replace the whole restraint system, NSN 2540-01-528-1903, it’ll cost
about $209. If you’re lucky and it’s just the safety pull tab that’s damaged, it’s about
$29 to replace using NSN 5340-01-648-4908.
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Quick Fix
So you’re on a mission and the safety pull tab got damaged. What now? As a quick
field-fix to keep the vehicle operational, use some 550-cord to make a temporary pull
tab.

Temporary field-fix for safety pull tab

Loop it through the pin on the seat belt, and tie a knot in the middle of the cord so it
doesn’t get wrapped around the latch. Then tie another knot at the end to keep it
secure.
Replace the tab with the proper part when you get back to the motor pool.
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M1102 Trailer: Marine Corps LTT Brake
Drums Different
/ Published April 21, 2022

Photo by Lance Cpl. Abrey Liggins

Marines, the brake drums on your light tactical trailer (LTT) aren’t the same as the
ones used by the Army. That’s because of the screw-on style of the grease cap that
the Marine Corps opted to use on their M1102s.
That means that you won’t be able to use the brake drums that are listed in TM 92330-392-13&P (Dec 12).
However, the brake drums used by the Marines are manufactured by Dexter Axle.
The part number is 008-219-20.
For more info on the brake drums or for ordering related down parts, email Todd
DeGroote at:
tdegroote@dexteraxle.com
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MRAP: Rev-up MaxxPros with Particle
Separator Cleaning
/ Published April 22, 2022

Photo by Pvt. Randy Wren

Operators, a few years ago in TACOM Maintenance Action Message (MAM) 19-012,
TACOM evaluated the particle separator used on all three (3) models of the MaxxPro
and decided that annual replacement was no longer necessary. Instead, the particle
separators just need to be cleaned every year with a couple sprays of compressed air
to blow out any debris.
Why’s it important? Air particle separators keep contaminants out of the HVAC
system. If they get clogged, it can lead to HVAC failure, resulting in a loss of heating,
cooling or both.
If you’ve ever been inside an MRAP with no HVAC, you know it’s a miserable ride.
That’s why you don’t want to overlook this annual cleaning task!
Before you begin cleaning, remember to wear personal protective equipment,
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including safety goggles and gloves. To clean the particle separators, use an air gun
to spray compressed air between the three (3) filter openings until little or no debris is
evident.
Don’t use compressed air at more than 30 psi (207 kPa) to perform this task.
Anything higher will increase the risk of debris particles getting into your skin and
eyes.
Don’t use water or cleaning liquid either because it’ll just make a huge mess. That’s
because it creates clogs that even compressed air can’t blow out!
If you need to replace the MaxxPro air particle separators for other reasons, like wear
and tear, here’s what to order:
Model
M1235A4,
M1235A5
M1266A1

Item
Filter, particulate
Filtering pad, air
cooler

NSN
4240-01-6314436
4130-01-5633147

Make a note until the cleaning instructions are added to TM 9-2355-457-23 (Jul 17).
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FMTV A1P2: Always Engage Combat
(Safety) Latches
/ Published April 29, 2022
Reading and heeding this article will prevent damage to equipment and,
more importantly, avoid injury or death.

Photo courtesy of UTAP

Warfighters, according to TACOM ground safety action message (GSAM) 22-010, a
recent accident investigation discovered there’s some confusion in units as to when to
engage combat latches on up-armored FMTVs.
Bottom line: Always use the combat latches even in non-combat environments!
Failure to do so may result in injury or death of personnel and damage to equipment.
However, to alleviate the confusion, TACOM is replacing the name “combat latches”
with “safety latches” in all FMTV A1P2 TMs. Additionally, the words “for combat” will
be removed from Table 1 of WP 00009 in all FMTV A1P2 -10 TMs.
List of FMTV A1P2 TMs
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TM 9-2320-334-10-1 (Nov 18)
TM 9-2320-334-10-2 (Nov 18)
TM 9-2320-332-10-1 (Sep 19)
TM 9-2320-332-10-2 (Sep 19)
TM 9-2320-337-10-1 (Sep 19)
TM 9-2320-337-10-2 (Sep 19)
TM 9-2320-333-10-1 (Sep 19)
TM 9-2320-333-10-2 (Sep 19)
TM 9-2320-333-23&P (Jun 19)
Also, TMs will state “MUST BE LATCHED” anytime the vehicle is in use for all uparmored FMTVs. That’s because when the latches are engaged, they keep the heavy
armored doors closed in the event of an accident, like a rollover for example.
These TM revisions should be completed by the 4th quarter of 2023.
To read the entire GSAM, grab your CAC and go HERE.
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