
in World War II, American tank 
crews were often outmatched 
by their German rivals. The 

M4 Sherman was smaller than 
its adversaries, with thinner 
armor and a weaker cannon.

the gERmans 
Are iN fOR A BiG 

SUrprise when We 
SHOW Up in THis!

what a 
beast!

yeah, she’S SOmething 
else. but without PropER 

mAintenANce, this thing ain’t 
gOnna do NoBody any gOod!

y’got 
THAt right, 
Private.

But in the final days of the war, the Americans sent a new tank to the 
battlefield. could this new tank take any German tank head on? that was the 

question everyone was asking. The answer would be determined at the…

Duel at Dessau
April 20, 1945; 3rd Armored Division, outside Dessau, Germany: A new T-26 

Super Pershing, one of only two sent to Europe, sits in an outdoor motor 
pool. its five crew members stand in awe in front of the tank.

in World War II, American tank 
crews were often outmatched 
by their German rivals. The 

M4 Sherman was smaller than 
its adversaries, with thinner 
armor and a weaker cannon.
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you guys are 
gonna need to 
spend the day 
doing plenty 

of PMCS to get 
this tank ready 

to fight.

Word is there’s a 
King Tiger hiding out in 
Dessau. it’s gotta be 
knocked out before 

our guys can advance 
into the town.

…King Tigers 
are scary, sure. 

But we got a tank 
now that’s just 

as good.

Meantime, maybe 
doing some PMCS 
will take your 

mind off things.

it’s the same in every war: winning battles starts with preparation.
No detail, no matter how big or small, can be overlooked.

During World War II, PMCS was an important part of every Soldier’s day.
The Army’s changed a lot since then, but keeping vehicles and equipment in 

working order has always been a priority!

The question is the same now as it has always been: 
Would you stake your life, right now, on the condition of your equipment?

Make sure 
you get 

the tension 
adjusted 

right, 
Corporal.

Last thing 
we need is a 
thrown track 

with a King 
Tiger coming 
right at us!

This track looks mighty 
loose to me, Sarge. Glad you 

had us check it out today.

hey, private Jones, 
Get in the turret and 

give the breech a 
good coat of lube. 

I have a feeling 
that big gun’s gonna 
see a lot of action 

tomorrow!

OH, no! I think the FiRiNG Pin 
on This .50-cal is STickiNG! 

what should I Do?

Man, this sure is a pain 
in the neck. I could be 
writing a letter home 

right now.

Get an armorer to 
take a look it, ASAP! 
it’s a good thing you 
found that before we 

got into combat.

it’ll pay off 
tomorrow 

against that King 
Tiger, Jones! 

just 
you wait 
and see.

I’m oN 
it!

A King Tiger?!? 
Oh, no! Suddenly, I 
don’t feel so good.

Come on, Corporal…
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rrrummbble

The Road
to DesSau…

I think
she’s ready t’ 
fight, Sarge.

I just 
hope we 
are, too.

We’ll do just fine, 
iRwiN. Half the battle 
is good PMCS and you 
guys’ve done plenty 

of that today!

We did some final 
PMCS checks before 

dawn, Sarge, so I think 
we’re ready to hunt 
down that King Tiger!

Good job, men. We should 
be ready for whatever the 
Germans can throw at us!

This 
baby is 
running 

like 
a fine 
watch!

Patience…
Not yet…

FIRE!

Sarge knew what he 
was talking about 
when he had us do 
all that preventive 

maintenance.

OK, Crew. 
let’s buTton 
UP! We have 
to be ready 
for anything!

the Day 
is ending 
and the 
Crew has 
finaLly 
gOtTen 

the TAnk 
prepared 
for the 

NExT 
DAy’s 

baTtle…

Early 
the next 
morning, 
April 21, 
the crew 
gathers
in front 
of the 
Super 

Pershing.

rrrummbble
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that was 

cLose!!

come ON, corporal!
take hiM ouT Before 

he TAkes us Out!

we shouLDA 
Fired An armor-
piercinG round!

AP 
Round,

nOW!

Just then, a second round fires
from the German tank…
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defeating the 
king tiger is 

NOT the end of 
the baTTle. 

The M4 
Shermans and 
infantry work 
with the T-26, 
pressing the 

attack.

aLl right! 
Hard training 

and GOoD PMcS 
savE the Day!

Way to go, crew! This 
T-26 is a great tank. 
But it was only able 

to do its job because 
of the preventive 

maintenance you guys 
put into her.

Y’sure knew 
what you 

were talking 
about, Sarge.

I won’t be 
complaining 
about doing 
PMCS again, 
that’s for 

sure!

OK, guys, let’S Get 
gOing. Time foR Some 
After ActiON PMCs!

The Duel at Dessau 
proved that the new 

American tank was just as 
deadly as any armor the 
Germans had. And just as 

importantly, it showed 
that good maintenance

is a critical part of
winning any battle.

Later in the 
day, the 

T-26 returns 
to the King 

TigeR…




