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1.  Bird strikes are common and cause significant damage including penetrating the cockpit through the 

windscreen? True or False 

Answer: True. Reference: TC 3-04.4 22 December 2016 Natural Hazards (5-38)

2.  Aviators should try to avoid birds unless they are in a large flock, birds generally dive when flying 

toward them? True or False

Answer: False, Aviators should NOT try to avoid birds unless they are in a large flock, as birds generally dive when 
flying toward them. Reference: TC 3-04.4 22 December 2016 Natural Hazards (5-38) 

3.  Why should crew members flying terrain flight use the helmet visor lowered? 

Answer: The visor reduces potential eye damage resulting from tree or bird strikes. Reference: TC 3-04.4 22 
December 2016 Natural Hazards (5-38) 

4.  Why should pilots avoid overflight of known areas of bird concentration and flying at low altitudes 

during bird migration? 

Answer: Charted wildlife refuges and other natural areas contain unusually high local concentration of birds, 
which may create a hazard to aircraft. Reference: AIM 7-5-1 Chapter 7 Section 5. Bird Hazards and Flight Over 
National Refuges, Parks, and Forests.

5.  Bird strikes to civil and military helicopters resulted in 61 human injuries and 11 lost lives since 1990?  

True or False 

Answer: True, According to a study conducted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) approximately 4,500 
incidents showed the number of bird strikes to helicopters was highest during fall and lowest during winter, with 
raptors and vultures were commonly associated with the most damaging helicopter strikes. Reference: USDA

Bird strike risk increases because of bird migration during the months of March through April, and August 
through November. The altitudes of migrating birds vary with winds aloft, weather fronts, terrain elevations, 
cloud conditions, and other environmental variables. While over 90 percent of the reported bird strikes occur at 
or below 3,000 feet above ground level (AGL), strikes at higher altitudes are common during migration. Ducks 
and geese are frequently observed up to 7,000 feet AGL and pilots are cautioned to minimize enroute flying 
at lower altitudes during migration. Considered the greatest potential hazard to aircraft because of their size, 
abundance, or habit of flying in dense flocks are gulls, waterfowl, vultures, hawks, owls, egrets, blackbirds and 
starlings. 

For the latest information on bird migration patterns visit https://birdcast.info/.

USACRC FY19-FY22 has 23 reported bird strikes (8 Class C, 1 Class E and 14 Near Miss).
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